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reader can rejoice when the talent the artist per- 

Episode arrows, the latest work from the 


Viking. 

Nov. 25, 1955. 247p. $3.50. the title indicates this not pretentious volume, 
Perhaps the most intriguing phenomenon the contains much more than its scant number 
the world’s artistic achievement the inexplicable pages seems promise. contrives deal deftly with 
appearance Caedmon Fra Angelico. The contradictory material that realistic Hogarth 
Mysterious determination who possess the shin- and romantic Jeffery Farnol one and the same 
ing talent mocks human plans and human reasoning. time. while tale today post-war 

Imost striking the variety ways which the London, Episode Sparrows revels unashamed 
artists choose exploit their powers, ranging from the melodramas the type our ancestors loved. The tale 
gigantic projects Gutzon Borglum the tiny crea- flirts with the problems juvenile delinquency, but 
tions the worker cameos, from the Divine Comedy social-worker’s brief, for the solution 
the hokku. can echo again, when “loyal hearts spirits brave,” and “souls 
the field literature, God’s plenty,” and the that are kind and true.” 
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244 Godden Howarth 


neglected little girl, bearing the surprising name 
Lovejoy the midst pedestrian Catford Street, Lon- 
don town, snatches from under the feet busy shop- 
pers lost packet seeds. Disappointed first with 
her find, she gradually awakens the desire having 
garden her own. But Catford Street not the 
place make garden, although just beyond the 
Square there are gardens and even Garden Commit- 
tee, dominated Angela Chesney. Lovejoy makes 
discovery small area the midst bomb debris, 
and heroically but sometimes dishonestly works get 
her garden planted. Unfortunately, the area the 
acknowledged territory gang boys led Tip 
Malone. The garden discovered and destroyed. 


What occurs next belong the land surprises, for 
Tip Malone becomes Lovejoy’s ally helping her 
re-establish her garden, and when they raid the garden 
the Miss Chesneys the Square get proper soil, 
they walk into trouble. fact, they walk into the 
arms servant especially detailed put stop 
their nocturnal thefts. That brings down them the 
wrath Angela Chesney, who fairy tale would 
wicked witch. Actually, she busy committee- 
woman, engaged multitude social activities 
which supposedly are aimed uplifting just such 
neglected children “the sparrows” Catford Street. 
But Angela’s righteous insistence bringing the power 
the law bear the little garden-makers 
thwarted every turn—the police refuse prosecute 
except very definite grounds, the law will not allow 
Angela’s idea justice prevail, and Angela’s sister 
Olivia, who never shared Angela’s limelight views, 
makes bequest her wealth the sparrows 
whom, she said burst wisdom, molehill can 


mountain. 


There excellent characterization, sharp and con- 
sistent: Sparkey, frail hero-worshipper Tip Malone; 
Vincent, Escoffier without clientele sustain him; 
and Father Lambert who something English 
Friar Lawrence, but more successful co-conspirator. 
All the incidents and the personalities are handled with 
delicacy that befits the miniature tale, and marbled 
style dialogue employed with great effectiveness, 
artistic blending bits conversation from different 
incidents. All all, work literary artist, dis- 
ciplined, restrained and talented. 


Dennis McCarthy, 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
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Howarth, David Die Alone 
Macmillan. Nov. 22, 1955. 231p. $3.95. 

The author this exciting true story was born 
London 1912 and served war-correspondent for 
the BBC France until the fall Dunkirk, after which 
joined the Royal Navy. During the war was 
second command the secret navy base Shetland 
and conducted “private navy” Norwegian fishing 
boats addition the supervision subchasers 
that shuttled arms from the Shetland Islands oc- 


cupied Norway. was from this navy base that the 
chronicle Jan Baalsrud begins and his eleven com. 
panions who sailed for Norway and the incredible 
hardships and sufferings that followed. The story 
super-human courage, unbelievable violence and 
matic escapes, authentic the actual thing, 
cause after the war Mr. Howarth visited Jan Oslo 
and persuaded him accompany the writer 
ern Norway order piece together the complete 
record Jan’s experiences Senja, Toftefjord, Ring. 
Kjosen, Lyngseidet, the Lyngen Alps, 
flaten, Revdal and its snowy grave, Mandal, and finally, 
the Swedish border. Together, author and hero 
traced the route suffering and near-death and per 
sonally talked with the individuals involved the 
amazing rescue Jan. Jan now married 
can girl and the head his family’s instrument 
ing and importing business Oslo. 


This adventurer not altogether incredible under 
stand that had been apprenticed hardship from 
the start the Nazi invasion his country. had 
fought the army and when there was oppor 
tunity fight longer escaped Sweden. There 
tasted more adventure volunteering courier 
tween Stockholm and Oslo and started travel and 
fro between neutral Sweden and occupied Norway 
the service the escape organization which the Nor 
wegians had founded. The Swedes arrested him before 
was caught the Germans and when was given 
notice leave the country secured Russian visa 
and flew Moscow where 
among Russian celebrations German victories. 
spatched Odessa the Black Sea met Per 
heim with whom traveled England way 
Bulgaria, Egypt, Aden, Bombay, South Africa, America, 
and Newfoundland. Jan and Per had been disciplined 
living out the snow, doing forced marches 
30-40 miles with packs across mountains, 
weapons and underground organizations, engaging 
parachute jumps, and learning draw and cock 
automatic and score six hits half-mansized target 
five yards, all the space three seconds. They 
knew all the vulnerable points airfields and were 
elated the imminence danger. This book gives 
thrilling detail the dangers they faced. 


Together with ten other Norwegian saboteurs they had 
sailed from Shetland for their native soil boat 
called the Brattholm with orders destroy the German 
airfield near the Arctic Ocean. The reader will marvel 
the description this boat—75 feet long with 
single-cylinder engine capable speed eight knots. 
Although appearance looked like Norwegian 
fishing-boat and had false registration numbers painted 
its bows, was armed with seven machine-guns 
carefully hidden mountings its deck and each 
the crewmen had his own spare machine-gun stow 

somewhere could get hurry. Shortly after 
they had reached Toftefjord, and result 
formation mistakenly given Quisling, they were 
ambushed the Nazis and eleven them were 
attacked and killed captured. Jan alone escaped 
swimming very small frozen island where was 
hunted fifty members the German occupation 
army like beast. the intolerable hard- 
ships and ravages Norwegian winter, only 
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force will and the courageous assistance reliable 
partisans drove him his only hope survival, 
neutral Sweden, eighty miles way. Jan proved himself 
man who just would not die even after his body was 
wracked cold and was crippled, starved, delirious, 
blinded snow and lost unexplored mountain 
Revdal. The staggering trials endurance were re- 
lieved some measure the sincere friendship and 
sacrifice some Norwegians who endangered their own 
lives rescue him. The consecutive days that Jan 
lay the snow from the night April 25th when 
Marius, friend, took him the plateau, until the 
night the 22nd May when they were carry him 
down again despair, were days indescribable 
agony. Jan argued that his friends had abandoned 
him lost him had been killed themselves and 
never thought that would get out the snowy grave 
again. the terrifying suffering those days 
that gives the title this narrative much significance 
—We Die Alone (On Mourra Seul, Pascal). 
The escapes Jan are related with such economy 
detail and with such absence embroidery that 
difficult reply the logic Mr. Howarth him- 
self: “if had invented it, would never have dared 
rescue hero many times from many hopeless 
situations. But did not invent any it, even 
attempt dramatize it; this how happened, and 
nobody, who heard the story bit bit, did, from 
those difident and humble men and women there 
could ever doubt it.” reader starting this story 
Nazi pursuit one man will want close the book 
before the final rescue. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.]., 
Department Philosophy, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 


Mure, Pierre Beyond Desire 
Random House. Nov. 14, 1955. 404p. $3.95. 


the dramaturge Leon Feuchtwanger had been 
passed through some Gallic literary alembic, the result 
would surely have emerged the dramatic flair 
Pierre Mure. When one reads Beyond Desire—or 
Moulin Rouge for that matter—it becomes difficult 
believe that the author taught himself write English 
only relatively short time ago. And excellent 
English is, communicating the sentiments the artist 
through the mastered techniques the craftsman. 


Moulin Rouge Beyond Desire involves tran- 
sition from Toulouse Lautrec, the stunted Bohemian 
the Left Bank, Felix Mendelssohn, the handsome 
scion family bankers. The lives great men 
make great reading. When they are put the form 
anovel, history begins draw breath under the stimu- 
lating touch imagination. This Pierre Mure’s 
achievement, that makes drama out the materials 
the historian and the biographer. 
Felix Mendelssohn reached fame composer and 
conductor the time was twenty. His family was 
second only the Rothschilds managing one the 
largest banking empires Europe, but somehow 
preferring fugues figures. sixteen Felix 
incredibly composed the Overture Shakespeare’s 
idsummer Night’s Dream, say nothing the Sym- 
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phony fifteen and quartet before was 
twelve. picked workable knowledge six 
languages almost casually went along and topped 
all off passing his law examinations the Univer- 
sity Berlin with honors. said that even Hegel 
was impressed his promise jurist. And was 
handsome and gentleman boot! 

Beyond Desire however, revolves around his three 
loves: the illicit affair with the opera star, Maria Salla; 
his love for the prim daughter Calvinist minister, 
the beautiful Cécile Jeanrenaud; the passion that grip- 
ped him when discovered the Bach manuscript 
St. Matthew Passion being used wrapping paper 
butcher shop. Maria his senses were sated but 
his spirit was gradually destroyed. learned “Who 
builds sex builds sand.” Yet Maria who 
twice makes the break, twice saves him from himself. 
fact, the author’s skill shines here depicts 
devil-may-care, love-will-conquer-all kind love slowly 
deteriorating because has real spiritual basis, be- 
cause the body cannot supply for what wanting 
communion soul. Again, with Cécile the very op- 
posite proves true. Her primness almost destroyed their 
marriage. With beauty and deceptive simplicity, the 
author reveals how the union minds can bring joy 
and fulfillment the union sense. 

the passion for Bach that brings Cécile back 
him, even was the sacrifice Maria and Felix’s 
own tormented frustration that brings him back her. 
husband and wife, they fight together the battle 
bring the world the St. Matthew Passion. This 
the climax their lives well the eventual death 
both them. Hollywood will surely drool over the 
Jew fighting produce Christian music because 
art. The dialogue this last part the book bril- 
liant and even though the reader knows the outcome, 
feels tension worthy Alfred Hitchcock his 
best. Felix and Cécile become team lined with 
the simple folk against anti-Semitic prejudice the 
fanatical Kruger, and against the misguided bigotry 
Pastor Hagen, who turns charity the end—a rare 
man whose honesty saves him from cruelty, whose 
honesty makes him admit his error. humility 
rare private courage.” And all through the 
episode Cécile’s faith God actually does produce the 
unexpected miracles they need. Beyond Desire both 
heartwarming and enlightening. There will always 
room for this type novel the crowded markets, 
just long there are Pierre Mures write them. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Bowles, Paul The Spider’s House 
Random House. Nov. 1955. 406p. $3.95. 

phrase “as timely today’s headlines” has be- 
come cliché; and, yet, this hackneyed comment 
especially appropriate for Paul Bowles’ latest novel. 
The scene French Morocco, the Morocco the 
moment, seething with intrigue and discontent. The 
hero the story Amar, young Moslem whose 
family are Chorfa, that is, descendants the Prophet. 
Amar wanders about the city Fez and eventually 
comes contact with Moulay Ali, one the leaders 
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the Nationalist terrorists, the Amar also 
meets two Americans, author John Stenham and tourist 
Polly Burroughs. Throughout the novel, these and 
other figures form the various patterns mosaic 
Moroccan life which the central fact rebellion 
against the French. 


Threats uprising occur; eventually, the uprising 
comes pass and both the threatening the event 
and the occurrence the event are excellently por- 
trayed splendid prose, leisurely, mature, and sinuous. 
But this novel even more valuable because its 
insights into the Arab mind and because its acute 
analysis the present struggle Morocco. 


Two types Arabs appear: those who emphasize poli- 
tics and those who emphasize religion. The National- 
ists think about armies, grievances, and violence; the 
holy Moslems think about Mecca and divine justice. 
The terrorists are determined prevent the religious 
Arabs from worshipping and from celebrating their 
feasts; they wish wipe out religion completely because 
they regard old-fashioned and unprogressive. The 
religious Arabs are also harassed the French. The 
French imprison the ulema, the Moslem holy men; 
this one many acts done the French who are 
presented unfavorably. Among other things, the French 
took people off the streets: “Old men who hadn’t the 
slightest idea what was happening them, boys 
ten screaming for their mothers. The police simply 
clubbed them all without discrimination. They pounded 
them, kicked them the face with their boots when 
they fell.” 


there any solution the present discontent 
Morocco, then let the natives continue their 
feudal ways; but since both the Istiqlal and the French 
work cause uncertainty, confusion, suspicion, and 
change, the natives cannot continue their old habits 
and customs, and their religion being systematically 
destroyed. 

The people who understand this situation are either, 
like Amar’s father, able nothing about it; else 
they are too self-centered, like Stenham, even attempt 
aid one Arab boy. the end the tale Amar 
stands alone the roadway. has been deserted 
Stenham and Polly Burroughs, and realize the 
lack sympathy and understanding between the Mos- 
lem and the non-Moslem world. realize also the 
inevitability the doom and the destruction that will 
come the future. 

This novel packed with thought and penetration. 
One could discuss questions presents for many hours. 
sure, the book has faults; for instance, times 
there certain fuzziness and nebulousness which 
annoying. said this regard however, that 
Bowles not really mystifying the avant-garde with 
obscure symbolism and mistiness did his first 
two novels. has made considerable improvement 
changing from personal connotations general con- 
notations. can certainly understand that the 
spider’s house frail contrast Allah’s house; and 
can certainly behold the spider’s house collapsing 


Morocco today. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Best 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh The Golden Journey 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 20, 1955. 303p. $3.75. 
This review intended solely for the convenience 
those who not read the Saturday Evening Post, 
The Golden Journey appeared this magazine through. 
out October and November. 
James Kirkland wealthy industrialist who, unknown 
the general public, can make and unmake the 
officials his city and state. But his vast power can- 
not bring him personal happiness for his wife has died 
and his only child, Anne, apparently paralyzed for 
life the result automobile accident. But when 
specialist suggests that the shock bearing baby 
could possibly make his daughter walk again, Kirkland 
once seeks husband for her. singles out Paul 
Devereux, young, handsome and ambitious lawyer 
for this purpose, and promises launch him 
political career that may eventually lead the White 
House agrees marry Anne. 
This unusual plot contains all the elements for touch- 
ing and exciting drama and Mrs. Turnbull, who fast 
becoming one our best American story-tellers, takes 
the fullest advantage them. Almost every one the 
twelve chapters ends with crisis some kind the 
life the three principal characters. Throughout the 
book cannot help wondering, what will the 
action Kirkland the birth the baby does not 
produce the desired effect? How will Anne feel she 
should ever learn about the “deal” that led her mar- 
What will Paul when discovers irrefutable 
evidence that his father-in-law tied with gangsters? 
Some may find this story little too sentimental 
times, and they may likewise annoyed the 
habit occasionally apostrophizing and moralizing 
the approved Victorian manner. But you are like 
the reviewer you will hardly notice these flaws, in- 
deed they such; the contrary, you will eagerly 
take the book when your more immediate duties 
have obliged you interrupt it. 
There high moral tone throughout all Mrs. 
bull’s writings and this work exception. 
pleasing contrast the profanity and vulgarity 
many present-day American novels. Let hope that 
reaches the top the Best Sellers’ list. 

Stephen McKenna, 

University Santa Maria, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Wilson, Dorothy 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 1955. 377p. $3.95. 


Following rather faithfully the source material from the 
Books Kings the Old Testament, Mrs. Wilson has 
produced novel based the life and times Ahab 
and Jezebel, the times the prophet Elias, when Israel 
and the Chosen People were the midst one 
their major desertions from the worship the one 
true God. the Chosen People had split into two 
kingdoms, Israel the north and Judah the south, 
after the excesses Jeroboam and the introduction 
the golden calves, their dereliction from the Law grew 
greater and violence and injustice came the norms 
their rulers. Ancient liberties were lost and wealthy 
ruling class developed the expense the common 
people who were taxed and burdened into poverty. 
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When Omri came the throne Israel continued 
the trends the day attempt make strong 
the dominating nation along one the world’s 
major tradeways. built cities, maintained strong 
army and entered into diplomatic alliances designed 
among Phoenicians, Syrians, Egyptians and Assyrians. 
Among other things married his son Ahab Jezebel, 
daughter Ethbaal, King Tyre. 
Ahab had been trained the Law and its observance 
his grandfather, Joseph. revered the Law and 
its Giver, Jehovah, but was ambitious; felt that 
mercy was weakness, felt that the rights indi- 
viduals should not stand the way the Lord’s 
Anointed and the greatness Israel and above all 
was possessed with lust for Jezebel, whom had 
known carnally during the celebration fertility rites 
when was visitor Tyre while yet prince. 
had been vowed sacrifice Melkart (Baal) 
her father. substitute for the broken vow 
had made her priestess Baal. For diplomatic ad- 
vantage she was married Ahab. Consequently, she 
came Israel devoted the plan winning the 
Baal’s worship. Falling with Ahab’s 
ambitions she prosecuted her own plans, sacrificing her 
son, killing the prophets Jehovah, exiling 
Elias and seeking his death, inciting Ahab disregard 
the Law and gradually gaining control until the people 
Israel were Baal-worshippers all but name. Only 
Elias and Micaias stand out against her and hold 
the word the Lord Ahab, who vacillates between 
ambition and the desire repent and obey the Law. 
And Jehu too becomes her enemy though she would 
have him for lover. 
wealth detail Mrs. Wilson retails the fiery sacri- 
fice Mt. Carmel, the prophecies Elias, the incident 
Naboth’s vineyard, the wars with the Syrians, all 
leading the climax Ahab’s death just when had 
his sin and determined restore righteous- 
ness Israel, after having perceived Jezebel’s true 
nature. Even then she did not abandon her plans, she 
never abandoned them until her death Jehu’s order 
with the subsequent fulfillment the 
only the last moment did she feel that 
Jehovah, the God mercy who cared for individuals, 
was preferable the brazen Melkart. 
There much Israelitish custom and life this 
deftly woven tale two decades Jewish history. 
ere are murder and violence, evil and ruthlessness, 
sexual sin and other strong meat; there is, however, 
objectionable treatment these matters and, gen- 
eral, the Biblical story followed quite faithfully. One 
reason quarrel with the author’s main thesis 
that Jezebel’s whole career was motivated desire 
draw the Israelites Baal; that she did not succeed 
clearly indicated. The book suitable for adult 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 
Red Rock 


Xenopoulos, Gregorios 

Pageant Press. Nov. 17, 1955. 202p. $3.00. 

This novel won Academy Athens Award for 
and now translated into the English 


Xenopoulos Ramsey 247 


William Spanos. The story concerns Angelos Ma- 
rines who visits the rural home the Santres’ 
family. Marines, who his mid-thirties, the 
nephew Mr. and Mrs. Santres. The Santreses have 
two children, Demetri and Photine, and eventually 
Angelos falls love with Photine and desires pos- 
sess her. When she learns his passion, she dis- 
mayed because she believes that such relationship 
between first cousins improper. Rejected, Angelos 
leaves his relatives’ home and marries another woman. 
Photine, after much thinking, decides she loves Angelos 
and commits suicide since cannot hers. 


rather difficult understand why this novel re- 
ceived such praise Greece. written bare, 
simple, allegedly “classical” style which best resembles 
parts McGuffey’s readers, and there present 
childishness and amateurishness which may attri- 
buted the translator. jarring, for example, 
hear Greeks Greece use American words like “Wow” 
and “Shucks.” 


The subtitle this book From Ecstasy Tragedy, 
and the reader supposed weep over the tragedy 
innocent young girl, victim star-crossed passion. 
But there true tragedy presented. The hero 
roué, and the heroine unbelievably naive; for ex- 
ample, she lets Angelos maul her the most intimate 
fashion throughout three-fourths the book, and she 
expresses protest and does not even consider im- 
proper. Also Photine’s suicide poorly motivated. 
She has not committed fornication with Angelos, and 
her state derangement seems artificially decided 
upon the author. 


Moreover, adding the novel’s inadequacy its lack 
moral tone. Xenopoulos, like his hero, concerned 
not with morals but with love and beauty. Likewise, 
both Xenopoulos and his hero are deterministic 
philosophy. addition, both author and protagonist 
regard covering nudity “the barbarous conven- 
tionality modern times.” Both writer and hero are 
degenerate, and their ideas are completely pagan; 
result, Red Rock unhealthy and inane book. 


Ramsey, Robert Fiesta 
Day. Oct. 27, 1955. $3.50. 

This story set present-day Mexico. The author 
Strives present accurate account the customs, 
the atmosphere, the ways life the colorful land 
the south. Unfortunately the story sacrificed the 
desire for local color. get clear picture the un- 
failing politeness the people, the barbaric splendor 
the bull-ring, the superstition the peons and the 
confused political thinking the modern Mexican. 
But the story 


The narrative concerns the efforts Antonio, 
“assistant” the local “rico,” make something im- 
portant out his life. His jobs, when the story opens, 
are driving Don Hipolito’s Cadillacs, taking the old 
general the movies and the cafe and serving 
substitute the bull-ring. The advent movie 
company make picture the General’s life, seems 
afford Antonio chance escape. This proves ill- 
advised and Antonio returns his combination jobs 
the book ends indecisive note. 
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Adults will like the color. But, for the plot, 
don’t say didn’t warn you. 
Stephen Laut, 


University Scranton 


Marbut, Ann Bill Particulars 
McKay. Oct. 304p. $3.50. 


Bill Particulars novel about young woman, 
Nancy Cameron, who, despite her family’s objections 
and the hostile attitude her town, dared become 
lawyer. order attain some degree success she 
had face disappointments and hardships, battle 
prejudice and deny herself great deal her per- 
sonal life. Against great odds, little little, she man- 
aged win the confidence clients and the respect 
fellow barristers and the community. That she 
managed attested her courage and her 
mental prowess. 


However, spite the fact that she last achieved 
the ambition that had driven her since childhood, 
Nancy Cameron realized that success was empty. 
the end she capitulated and gave the law marry 
Michael Shane and settle Harrisburg. Yet, be- 
cause her pioneering profession usually prac- 
ticed men, other young women would find easier 
follow her footsteps. 


The author, Ann Marbut, like her heroine, was herself 
lawyer before her marriage and undoubtedly some 
the conditions facing Nancy Cameron must have faced 
her. The reader made realize that, though women 
enter and succeed many professions, there are some 
professions still considered exclusively masculine and 
which woman must have almost heroic courage 


determination succeed. thesis, this point 


view acceptable enough; but the narrative which 
presented lacks sustained interest. The ending 
makes the arm coincidence considerable stretch- 
ing. For adult readers this novel may provide fair 
recreation. 

Rose, Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Breon, John The Sorrows Travel 
Putnam. Nov. $3.50. 


The group post-World War American expatriates 
Paris presumably even more self-conscious than its 
predecessor World War The Sorrows Travel 
concerned with such group which includes young 
composer, his legless friend and roommate, wealthy 
incognita, writer, another writer, and third 
writer. The Third Writer differs from the other two 
being female and her habit keeping card index 
her emotions and all day-to-day occurrences. The 
primary purpose most these daily notations 
form world illusion for Chuck the legless one. 
Into this “world,” sometimes referred “the room,” 
comes Albert, soldier stationed Vienna and 
former comrade-in-arms Paul, the composer. The 
soldier creates trouble, destroys “the room,” and 
result Chuck commits suicide. 

more need said the story, nor need much 
said the characterization. The replete 
with homosexuality, express, implied, implicit, that 


could not commended under any circumstances, 
Additionally, might said that adolescently intel. 
lectual Freudianism and adolescently conceived 
tionships” and juvenile preoccupation with 
form and expression, and overwhelming 
lessness combine render this first novel 
obnoxious. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Lewis, Norman The Day the Fox 
Rinehart. Nov. 17, 1955. 249p. $3.00. 


The inhabitants Torre del Mar were the side 
the Republicans from 1936 1939. Though outwardly 
submissive they are means reconciled 
regime, and one way showing their resentment 
their treatment Sebastian Costa. the outbreak 
the war was different part Spain, and was 
therefore drafted into the Nationalists’ army and even 
decorated for heroism battle. Upon his return home 
the people treated him with unspoken contempt and 
studied impoliteness and refused allow him their 
fishing expeditions. After sixteen years such 
cism the leading men Torre del Mar felt that 
had been sufficiently punished and should restored 
their good graces. But few days later the local 
police discovered that spy the Spanish 
tionaries France had come their town. The hos 
tility the people broke out anew and, though inno 
cent, Costa was blamed the secret informer. 


The fact that there still bitterness Spain among 
those who were defeated 1939 should not cause any 
surprise. Even today, almost century later, some 
Americans the South cannot view our own Civil 
War dispassionately. The author has political bias 
and does not attempt take sides. His own personal 
opinion probably the question that places the 
mind Spanish official, “Haven’t people the 
greatness heart admit it’s possible were both 
wrong?” 

Norman Lewis has written exciting 
story. his delineation man’s virtues and frailties 
reminds his countryman, Graham Greene. 
His best pages are about the spy named Molina. 
describes very vividly the doubts about the 
tionaries’ cause that have begun assail him, and the 
emotions that filled him when was trapped the 
police and death seemed inevitable. 

Unfortunately cannot approve this book except 
for adults because its immoral language 
dents. these had been omitted then would surely 
have been one the most significant novels 1955. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


Highsmith, Patricia The Talented Mr. Ripley 
Coward. Nov. 30, 1955. 252p. $3.00. 


Called novel suspense, but more accurately the 
story “heel” who repays kindness with unprovoke 

murder, this unpleasant tale whose author passes 
judgment her chief character and awakens 
sympathy for him the reader. can believed 
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that man can imitate his victim’s voice, mannerisms, 
handwriting, literary and art styles—and even take 
the other’s personality will—so convincingly that 
police, banks, friends and family not suspect the 
fraud, the book may closed with conviction, 
satisfaction. The plot details the actions Tom Rip- 
ley, his mid-twenties, who has had unhappy 
childhood under the domination 
aunt and who now sponges better-placed acquaint- 
ances, after multitude unsuccessful jobs. Asked 
Dickie Greenleaf’s father Italy persuade 
Dickie return home, Tom winds his way into Dickie’s 
friendship ridiculing the father, until Dickie’s girl 
interferes. Follows the—to this reader—unbelievable 
sequence events which Tom’s sole talent, doing 
imitations, put criminal use, culminating his 
departure for Greece assured comfortable income 
from Dickie’s estate for the rest his life. Secondary 
characters approach reality more closely, except the 
ease with which they are hoodwinked. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Browne, Theodore The Band Will Not Play Dixie 
Exposition. Nov. $3.00. 

This attempt suspense mixed-up hodge-podge 
violence and murder unsuccessful sociological 
tract. Negro leader abducted from his Harlem 
apartment race-baiting Senator from Georgia. 
somewhat dull—Negro reporter pursues. 
intent conveying message, should have used 
Western Union: it’s shorter and cheaper. 


Verdict: “clinker” for this “Band.” 
John Coppinger, 


Rye, New York 
Goodchild, and Beckhofer, 
The Jury Disagree 


Macmillan. Nov. 1955. 212p. $2.75. 


Another the Murder Revisited Series. Time has 
slightly dulled the gimmick which may have been less 
hoary back 1935: the action concentrated the 
jury room twelve people deliberate verdict. 
The twists here are threefold: (1) the jury actually dis- 
cusses the case—and not themselves; (2) their verdict 
legal compromise; (3) the denouement involves one 
the deliberators: laborious though this deus ma- 
china might be! 
Verdict: Vintage mystery sometimes loses its original 
savour. 

John Coppinger, 

Rye, New York 


Knight, Kathleen They’re Going Kill 
Doubleday. Nov. 20, 1955. 186p. $2.75. 


This clever, and timely, adaptation gimmick: 
man marked for death. Did Lance Hardy betray his 
Plane crew the Commies Some them 
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died; who came back are seeking their own justice. 
Who dares play Pilate and judge for doom? This ar- 
resting premise deserves brilliant treatment and in- 
cisively skillful writing. Unfortunately, most the 
characters are cardboard, their motivations unexplored 
and challenging conception only partly realized 
its cheaply surface action. 

Verdict: Out potency, only act; meaning. 


Lowe, Kenneth Tears for Shirley Minton 
Doubleday. Nov. 19, 1955. 185p. $2.75. 


Bob Simpson was soon wed the lovely Shirley Min- 
ton. Why should someone hit her the head while 
they were parked observing the The people 
Shady Creek refused help him find the killer. 
Too many them were glad rid her; hence, 
tears. Before Bob gets the bottom things there are 
two more deaths. And has found new friend with 
whom park the moonlight. This plot has been 
done better Queen and Woolrich. 


Verdict: Low grade mystery. 


Thompson, Kay and Hilary Knight Eloise 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 28, 1955. 65p. $2.85. 

There seems further ulterior motive for pub- 
lishing this delightfully amusing collaboration writer 
and artist than share some innocent and giddy fun. 
book for precocious grown-ups about little girl 
who lives the Plaza Hotel” (New York City) the 
enigmatic subtitle. Eloise six-year-old female child 
who ensconced suite the top floor the 
sedatest New York’s sedate hostelries, the charge 
English Nanny who obviously does not try too 
hard keep check reins Eloise. Without being the 
least bit brattish, Eloise manages “skibble 
der” through every department the hotel—lobby, 
banquet rooms, corridors, package rooms, service areas, 
elevators. She call Room Service and charge 
not only her own feod but the special diets for her pet 
turtle and her pet dog. The drawings are just about 
perfect: this isn’t active and rather bored little 
six-year-old, then what is. Altogether, hard 
resist the charm this happy collaboration author 
with artist. think even umprecocious not-yet grown- 
ups will enjoy this; but perhaps not quite much 
the Why? Because, you see, just 
real. question it: Eloise full bounce and 

vitality. 


Oppenheimer, Robert The Open Mind 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 14, 1955. 146p. $2.75. 


Even though Robert Oppenheimer longer serves 
consultant top secret scientific problems, are 
fortunate that his undeniable talent still serving 
well lectures such those this collection. One 
the world’s most respected intellects proposes 
urgent truth which must again Starting 
from the confines atomic physics, clear conclusion 
for our action political and, less, 
cultural conduct. 

From his knowledge atomic explosives, Dr. Oppen- 
heimer can see only one hope for the future: that there 
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more major total wars. One bulwark for the 
prevention any such war the maintenance tech- 
nical superiority. this respect should seek 
wide dissemination scientific information the 
limits military security permit. 
“In this field can think analogy. There are examina- 
tions which are given with open books, because all the an- 
swers are not found books. The field atomic 
energy open-book examination. something where 
your real assets are assets capability, understanding, knowl- 
edge and competence. order progress technical 
things there must fairly free dissemination informa- 
tion; the basis this, people who are not now profes- 
sionally concerned will start thinking about problem and 
they will have some sort suggestion. They may write 
paper about it, start make experiment.” 
This availability the latest scientific knowledge has 
its analogue our political life, Dr. Oppenheimer 
points out: 
“Our own political life predicated openness. 
not believe any group men adequate enough wise 
enough operate without scrutiny without criticism. 
know that the only way avoid error detect it, that the 
only way detect free inquire. know that 
the wages secrecy are corruption. know that 
secrecy error undetected will flourish and subvert. Above 
all, let not proclaim that the limits our powers cor- 
respond some special wisdom our choice life, 
learning, beauty.” 
times the style these lectures complicated, the 
message clear. Openness mind both the bul- 
wark and one the essential elements the way 
life are trying preserve. should clear that 
open-mindedness not all the same thing that 
broad-mindedness which more frequently than not 
polite equivocation for shallowness mind for 
indifferentism. The open mind clearly not the mind 
which ready abandon its convictions easily; but 
ready consider suggestion and examine the 


validity proofs. 


Although the style these lectures may limit the ap- 
peal this book mature adults, valuable 
forceful and eloquent testimonial old truth which 
needs constant thought and study. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy Department, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


DeVoto, Bernard The Easy Chair 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 25, 1955. 356p. $4.00. 

the death Bernard DeVoto American journalism 
lost one its ablest men. Mr. DeVoto was person 
with whom one might differ but with whom one had 
reckon. His opinions were apt based careful 
exploration fact, his analyses were thorough, his 
syntheses cogent. could opposed but could 
not disregarded the discussion any issue about 
which had spoken with his customary eloquence. 


The Easy Chair, selection the essays written under 
the same title for Harper’s Magazine, was Mr. DeVoto’s 
last published volume. fitting memorial, all the 
more fitting indeed that gives true picture the 
author; contains, along with some really excellent 
writing, some the defects that reveal Mr. DeVoto 
peccable, superior, journalist. For instance, ex- 


pressed admirably one his essays his interest 
English living, mutable medium expression, but 
practice sometimes allowed vigor give 
sloppiness. Again, though had every right attack 
senator with whom disagreed should have 
the lesser breed journalistic facile diagnoses 
paranoia. Mr. DeVoto was author who deserved 
taken seriously but would have shown better 
taste had not included this volume two fairly 
long pieces which took himself seriously. was 
adept pointing out the weaknesses and absurdities 
American schemes book censorship, but had 
almost nothing constructive say about the problem 
printed these points the catalogue 
this volume’s faults almost complete—and their 
very worst, these essays are well written, thoroughly 
teresting, and provocative. 


compilation this kind itself protest against 
the ephemeral nature periodical pieces, and 
quite evident that Mr. DeVoto was anxious preserve, 
above all other Easy Chair writings, the essays which 
championed the cause the western public lands, 
was, and still good cause for the altruistic 
champion. With tremendous funds their disposal, 
some our citizens are anxious take vast stretches 
land out the public domain and exploit them 
privately without check hindrance the govern- 
ment; these people can lobby, can buy space, can plant 
articles, and can, general, lay down great barrage 
publicity aimed demolishing all opposition. The 
force which charged with defending the land against 
unwise exploitation government agency, forbidden 
propagandize and left inarticulate, not law then 
current interpretation law. There selfish 
interest served this side, there plenty the 
other. This important question would not even 
debated today were not for few energetic and far- 
seeing journalists who were willing dig out and 
sent the facts about conservation. Foremost among 
these writers was Mr. DeVoto who never ceased his 
vigilance over congressional discussions the public 
lands. His articles book form may not reach many 
more people than they did their original publication 
Harper’s but Mr. DeVoto was right wanting them 
collected and preserved. There are two reasons why 
they should read all thoughtful people: they deal 
with most important question and they illustrate the 
value the still, small voice intelligent and 
pendent journalism opposition the great booming 
sound propaganda. 

There are other excellent essays this collection. 
There one, the which should have been 
revised; stands reflects much more heat than 
light. But the ones the public lands would alone 
suffice make the book worth while. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Edman, Irwin (Charles Frankel, editor) 

The Uses Philosophy 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 21, 1955. $3.50. 
Chesterton has that among those best qualified 
write the life saint another saint. 
justice might say that Professor Frankel, former 
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pupil and colleague Dr. Edman, best qualified 
represent the “American Philosopher, author the 
tremendously popular Peace Mind which led best- 
lists for many months some few years back. 
presents Dr. Edman the public 
writings. After heart-warming introduction 
which Professor Frankel makes clear the plan the 
book, retires gracefully let Dr. Edman speak for 
himself. 

Dr. Edman believes passionately the primacy 
reason. reminds one wise father who wants 
his sons live their own lives, (some his best writ- 
ing plea that the amateur spirit retained 
philosophy), and yet feels his duty forewarn and 
forearm his children against the fads and fancies they 
will have overcome their search for the good life. 
this quest, they will also meet many self-appointed 
prophets who will claim that faith them and what 
they say the only salvation from impending doom. 
reasoners they, too, may fail; but reasoning itself 
never fails. 

masterpieces analysis, recommend the essay 
American leisure which “the desire for speed, the 
desire for luxury, and the desire for first place” are 
identified the three deadliest enemies leisure; and 
the essay “Toward Understanding American 
Life,” given before audience composed members 
the United Nations Secretariat and foreign stu- 
dents. 

the professional side, the essays Plato and Scho- 
penhauer are shot through with insights which illumine 
the writings both philosophers. 

Now for few strictures: Dr. Edman admits, 
prejudiced favor Naturalism which tries ex- 
plain the world know self-contained sys- 
tem and this leaves considerable doubt the exist- 
ence God and His nature. This is, basically, 
nothing less than form materialism and the weak- 
ness this position emerges the essay “Postscript 
Despair” where Dr. Edman says: “To discipline our- 
selves live without hope expectation does not 
mean that pass hopelessness and despair. 
means pass genuine serenity.” echo that 
latter-day stoicism which Spengler allows the declining 
Western civilization. The whole tenor that essay 
kept reminding Davy Crockett trying grin 
down the bear. 

Finally, the essay, “The Vision Naturalism,” there 
are some asides the origin, nature and immortality 
the human soul that are, say the least, “offensive 
pious ears,” and Dr. Edman states his case elo- 
quently and strongly that would judge this book suit- 
able only for mature and discerning readers. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Lord, Walter Night Remember 
Holt. Nov. 21, 1955. 209p. $3.50. 


This well-written narrative the sinking the 
weaving together the actions, conversations 
and observations the crew and passengers the 
and the “Carpathia,” the rescue ship. 


251 


Although the author has evidently done good bit 
research contacting survivors the great sea tragedy, 
and has included the book many pictures the ship 
itself and the rescue operations, just another por- 
trayal past history already well covered the press 
the day and subsequent publications. 


Whatever lessons may drawn from the fact that the 
great “Titanic” was unsinkable and yet sank, that there 
were not enough lifeboats for half the passengers, 
that there were class privileges and distinctions drawn 

etween the “400” and the middle class and steerage 
passengers, and that some passengers, all classes, 
were hercic and were cowards, these have already 
been and acted on. The book may in- 
terest survivors the tragedy, relatives and 
friends those who were lost, but hardly justifies itself 


for general 
John Cullen, 


Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Hoyt, Harlowe Town Hall Tonight 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 1955. 292p. $7.50. 


Harlowe Hoyt has written delightful tale life 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, the end the Nineteenth 
Century. grandfather owned theater known 
the Concert Hall. This theater the subject 
Town Hall Tonight. Beaver Dam came stock com- 
panies and celebrities from all over the nation. Joseph 
Babcock, Hoyt’s grandfather, booked Tom Thumb, 
Phineas Barnum, and Henry’s his 
theater. Town Hall played East Lynne, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, and Ten Nights Barroom. These old plays 
served training ground for some America’s 
greatest actors. Theodore Roberts, one the greatest 
all character actors, played Simon Legree; made 
prop whiskey bottles tar composition, that, when 
the brutal Legree was struck over the head, was 
twice day, sanguinary mixture the bottle would 
ooze and drip down over his face though were 
mortally hurt. If, later years Roberts regretted his 
invention, spent most his spare time making the 
artificial bottles for use his famous death scene 
which, the records show, attracted people flocks 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, see “dirty Simon” die. “Tom- 
mers,” actors were called, loved this play and was 
common for some them appear continuously for 
long thirty years it, rarely appearing other 


Hoyt has not confined his reminiscences the theater, 
however. good reporter inserts into his book 
little stories the would-be great who live visit 
small towns. This reviewer enjoyed particularly the 
story William Coxshall, quiet butcher who resided 
Beaver Dam. Coxshall was the scene when 
Lincoln’s conspirators were hanged. was one 
the hangmen! 


The Ringling Brothers brought their circus Beaver 
Dam. The five brothers came from Baraboo, Wiscon- 
sin. They leased lot for ten dollars and few family 
passes from, (you guessed it?), Hoyt’s grandfather who 
owned the lot. 


Town Hall Tonight packed with photographs the’ 
gaslight era. Occasionally Hoyt’s dialogue becomes 
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tedious; but the theater and circus lovers will pore over 
its pages with glee. The book’s social value lies its 
evidence the cultural contribution the theater 
the small towns America the placid days 
Grover Cleveland and William McKinley. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, History Department, 
University Scranton 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Earth Upheaval 
Harper. Nov. 301p. $3.95. 


this book, written the author Worlds Col- 
lision and Ages Chaos, the reader presented with 
wealth information many the little known, 
poorly understood and unsatisfactorily explained phe- 
nomena the earth and its history. earnest at- 
tempt has been made give consistent 
factory explanation whole series natural phe- 
nomena the development hypothesis catas- 
trophic upheavals which, believed, have continued 
into historic times. contended that such things 
the formation coal beds, the extinction plant and 
animal species well the evolution new species 
and the formation mountains can more logically 
explained the basis cataclysmic processes than 
the basis grain-by-grain type evolution. 

Much striking evidence wide-spread catastrophic 
events presented including the entombment diverse 
types animals such reindeer and hippopotami 
mountain caves. Arctic islands covered with the re- 
mains mammoth and rhinoceroses, deep rock fissures 
choked with the crushed remains dozen more 
different types animals, enormous erratic rocks strewn 
over portions northern Siberia and China where 
glaciation has been evident and the horizontal displace- 
ment the earth’s surface mountainous areas. 


These phenomena seem point tidal waves 
gigantic proportions which surged over the earth with 
consequent disturbance the earth’s crust resulting 
faults, rifts, eruptions and the pushing moun- 
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tains. There has long been evidence that the poles 
the earth have changed some time the past 
that arctic and tropical regions changed places. 
the author’s contention that such changes did not take 
place gradually imperceptible degrees over period 
many thousands years, but rather, took place 
denly with unimagined fury. Due some external 
influence the earth’s axis well the speed, possibly 
even the direction rotation, are considered have 
changed suddenly that the oceans spilled towering 
waves over continents sweeping most all the forests, 
vegetation and animal life destruction. The initial 
disturbance, along the surging oceans and atmosphere, 
developed large quantity heat the earth’s crust 
throwing into state disordered upheaval; vast 
quantity water was vaporized into the atmosphere, 
ocean floors were left bare some places and, being 
relieved enormous pressures, ruptured letting out 
great quantities lava with the consequence that the 
atmosphere was filled with thick clouds smoke and 
dust. While the disturbed earth calmed down the 
clouds obscured the sun thereby reducing the tempera- 
ture the atmosphere that the extra water vapor 
began condense and was precipitated during pro- 
longed periods the form rain and snow. the 
higher latitude the snow fall glaciated whole 
nents. Thus pictured the type cataclysm which 
presumed have befallen the earth, not once, but 
repeatedly ages past. 

One weakness this picture seems that there 
could hardly any area earth free enough from 
devastation and subsequent extreme climatic changes 
for the survival life, particularly human life. Also 
seems that for enough snow fall form ice 
sheet (of the dimensions those which once covered 
parts North America) certain peculiar climatic con- 
ditions would have maintained for many years, 
even decades, whereas the effects cataclysmic 
event might quickly dissipated. Among other things, 
large portion the smoke and dust would most likely 
washed out the atmosphere short time. How- 
ever evident that might take some time 
sipate the heat the earth resulting from the 
trophe. 

Efforts are made correlate various events possibly 
associated with catastrophe including abrupt changes 
the earth’s magetism, extreme changes climate, 
the changes shore lines and variations the sedi- 
mentation lakes and oceans. The evidence presented 
suggests that two such cataclysms have taken place 
historic times about 3500 and 2800 years ago, which 
dates agree with the author’s previous estimates pre- 
sented Worlds Collision. 

few possible causes cataclysmic upheaval are 
mentioned but the one favored concerns the passage 
the earth through strong magnetic field. 
such field came from, what was associated with 
not entirely clear. certainly seems that such fiel 
would have come from outside the solar system and 
associated with astronomical body substantial 
dimensions, which case gravitational effects woul 
evidently change the earth’s orbit, making more 
less elliptical, possibly moving far from its fortunate 
place among the planets. 


The discriminating reader will find this book much 


doul 
que: 


Rine 
Mr. 
pun 
som 
Ern: 
ing 
yeat 
Son 
The 
beli 
—is 
the 
the 
upd 
inse 
late 
hea 
wat 
Mr. 
esti 
Sta 
tior 
har 
san. 
Vai 
tior 
are 
Sept. 
hea 
Oct. 
May Sin 
Nov. larg 
Nov. his 
Nov. mal 
Oct. 15 eve 
the 

June 
Gunther Oct. ine 
Carson Nov. Yet 
Peale Aug. 15, 
Oct. 
Apr. 
Kimbrough Nov. $25 
son 


poles 
past 
not take 
period 
lace 
external 
Possibly 
have 
towering 
forests, 
initial 
crust 
vast 
being 
ting out 
that the 
and 
own the 
vapor 
ing pro- 

the 
which 
nce, but 


there 
from 
changes 
Also 
ice 
covered 
years, 
things, 
likely 
How- 
catas- 


possibly 
changes 
climate, 
sedi- 
which 


tes 


val are 
passage 
Where 
with 
field 
and 
stantial 
would 
nore 
rtunate 


much 


1955 


interest and will presented with plausible solu- 
tions many riddles our earth. But there will 
doubt strong opposition some the interpreta- 
tions, conclusions and hypotheses which bring into 
question many the long established scientific theories. 
Joseph Harper, 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Ernst, Morris Utopia 1976 


Rinehart. Nov. 1955. 305p. $3.50. 

Mr. Ernst, kindly but befuddled old gentleman 
punchy from his many generous wars behalf civil 
liberties, makes his Utopia happy one, and dates 
somewhat defiantly only eight years before the vision 
that less optimistic liberal, George 
Ernst does not hide the fact that much wishful think- 
ing goes into his projection today’s tendencies 
years into the future. truth, this book more 
blueprint the world Mr. Ernst would like be. 
Some it, unhappily, Utopia only Mr. Ernst. 


The author has placed emphatic declaration faith 
materialism, credo which takes much courage 
time when that particular religion low ebb. His 
belief simply that evil—that is, “antisocial behavior” 
—is the result insecurity the environment. 
the materialistic advances already upon us, especially 
the new leisure afforded the atomic age, and 
updating morality and the Ten Commandments, this 
insecurity will begin disappear. The book the 
latest statement the age-old materialistic dream: 
heaven earth, achieved abolition ignorance, 
want, and sexual taboos. 

Mr. Ernst has miscalculated least once. His low 
estimate 190,000,000 population for the United 
States 1976 based the assumption that opposi- 
tion birth control will disappear and families will 
happy with two children. When points Catholic 
sanction the rhythm method and seems assured the 
Vatican will approve the newly developed “steriliza- 
tion displays his remarkable ignorance 
Catholic doctrine. But Mr. Ernst longtime spokes- 
man for the family planners and presumably has de- 
veloped large blind spot this time. Big families 
are fun, today’s more prosperous young people are 
finding out, and this reviewer hardly expects see 
healthy young men and women, with abundance 
leisure time their hands, fooling with the perverted 
contraptions birth control. 

Since Mr. Ernst’s ideas right and wrong are based 
largely behaviorism (one his recent books urged 
anew public morality based the Kinsey Report), 
his concepts happiness are open doubt. While 
making gocd case for freedom the abstract, 
proposing such outdated concept pre-marital 
sexual shows little appreciation for’ 
the concrete suggesting further adoption mascu- 
line activities women and abolition high heels. 
Yet this not dismiss Mr. Ernst’s predictions idle 
foolishness. has assembled enormous amount 
facts and figures support his theories material- 
things like the 30-hour work week, 
$25,000 annual income for families, uninhibited super- 
sonic travel throughout the world, the crafts 
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and culture because the new leisure, and novel 
respect for intellectualism and non-conformity. fact, 
the burden figures tends make sections the book 
quite dull. 

Space permits saying only that many the things Mr. 
Ernst hopes for are indeed wonderful 
Others, like widespread economic and governmental 
reforms and participation citizens govern- 
ment, are strictly dream stuff. And fundamentals 
must insist material advance only part the 
answer: the golden age Rome was the time the 


world’s greatest despair. 
James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 


Mr. New York. The Autobiography Grover 
Whalen 
Putnam. Nov. 10, 1955. 312p. $5.00. 
Washington, C., may the head the nation but 
its heart New York. The head may rationalize pro- 
tocol but the heart can really hero-worship. And when 
the heart put out enthusiastic glad hand welcome 
was beneath the smile its official greeter—Mr. New 
York. And Mr. New York will always be, least for 
our generation, Grover Whalen. celebrity, war 
hero, important figure state royalty has passed 
through the city from 1918 1953 without the warm 
open hand Grover Whalen being extended wel- 
come. The motorcade, the ticker tape and the confetti 
snow were his ideas. 
Through the nostalgic and spirited pages his auto- 
biography pass the immortal procession those who 
had their day down celebrity canyon, Main Street, New 
York. But Mr. Whalen’s reminiscing takes other 
places than just Broadway. was various 
times Rodman Wanamaker’s right hand man, Mayor 
Hylan’s secretary, Jimmy Walker’s Police Commissioner 
and Guardia’s Civil Defense expert, merely men- 
tion few incidentals busy life. 
But the climax dispensing diplomat good will 
came with the New York World’s Fair for which 
was President and host. Whalen’s exuberance such 
that you cannot read about without thinking: “Will 
there ever anything like again?” 
Mr. Whalen tells these things and much more with 
urbanity and delight, and the anecdotes and incidents 
squeezed into the telling are Americana its conversa- 
tional best. man, judging from the autobiography, 
ever got greater kick out working for, and with, 
people; and man ever enjoyed his job more. can 
drop names and wrap them authentic anecdotes 
thar are exhilarating without being malicious. 
xcellent observer; and what reports frank and 
exciting whether the inside story the Rothstein 
murder case, the truth about the “You said mouthful, 
Queenie” story, why John Wanamaker stores never 
sold playing cards, how Smith came tell the 
prisoners Sing Sing, “I’m glad see many you 
here.” 
While this autobiography makes literary pretence, 
who really enjoyed being the middle events. 
James Gallagher, 


New York, New York 
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Cahn, Edmond The Moral Decision 
Indiana University. Oct. 342p. $5.00. 
The author, for many years practicing lawyer, now 
professor law New York University. The subtitle 
the present book, “Right and Wrong the Light 
American Law,” accurate description its con- 
tents. Within the framework some twenty cases 
adjudicated American courts, the author unfolds 
interesting and provocative study morality the 
concrete. The court decisions are used not demon- 
strative nor illustrative but inasmuch they are 
repository rich moral implications. The author dis- 
avows any effort legal philosophy, sociology law 
theoretical ethics. His method devised confer 
life the abstract. “For human wisdom its 
mettle only where there practical risk.” 
The first the three broad divisions discusses the rela- 
tion the legal and the moral. Here treated what 
described the moral constitution general human 
characteristics that lie behind incident. The moral 
and legal are not identified. But passing through 
the courts the abstract concretized human drama, 
the vague made precise, the irresolute made deci- 
sive. But this process also involves certain risks for the 
good, such becoming absorbed technicalities 
reduced minimum standard. 
With this intellectual apparatus the author dissects the 
moral elements the American law rights and law 
procedure the second and third parts respectively. 
Interesting cases open out the moral implications per- 
taining human life, sex, business, government, succor 
one’s neighbor, and the meaning “due process 
moral decision.” 
While explicitly rejecting moral positivism, the author 
shies away from “system” morality. Yet, course, 
builds perforce some absolute presupposition. 
His absolute the enduring and universal human com- 
munity. Every generation called create ever super- 
ior moral standards and thus join creating ever 
happier world justice, kindness and compassion. 
making man His image, God fashioned him 
within limits somehow creator himself via the 
supreme uplift magnanimous action. 
This book should provoke many interesting moral dis- 
cussions. will also leave some with sense uneasi- 
ness the basic relation moral values God, 
and the validity universal concepts general. Those 
who see closer relation the dignity humanity 
the nature God will reject the author’s condoning 
fornication, artificial contraception and divorce. They 
will find moral evolution carried too far when 
maintained that marriage not and itself sacred 
but only potentially so, that suicide form justi- 
fiable defense, namely, the “generic integrity the 
individual.” The treatment the immorality tax 
evasion noteworthy, and all the cases supply help- 
ful source for discussions concrete morality. The 
book general, however, can recommended only 
very discriminating readers. 


Pieper, Josef Justice 


Pantheon. Nov. 25, 1955. 121p. $2.75. 


This book can described analysis that datum 
experience which have associated the concept 


“justice.” The aim present model formulation 
the ideal image justice, redevelop con- 
cept and bring face face with our contemporary 
world. 

The author disavows any claim originality and, 
sense, this certainly true his book. has based 
his analysis closely upon St. Thomas, not, however, 
with view recording what Thomas held, but 
turn over again the latter’s profound insights and 
plough them back into the soil modern consciousness, 


The first five chapters might called primer the 
nature and forms the ideal image justice. Based 
upon the supposition that the human mind can grasp 
its concepts that which rooted the transcendent 
order, this approach forms contrast Cahn’s book, 
The Moral Decision, which adopts agnostic position 
relative the mind’s ability grasp the noumenal 
order. 
However, the last two chapters that are real 
value Pieper’s book. The chapter distributive 
justice gives good analysis this area justice 
little comprehended the modern mind. The last 
chapter perhaps the best. concerns the limitations 
justice and especially valuable offset the danger 
overly concept morality that the 
frequent by-product the failure root moral values 
the transcendent order. This clearly reflected 
Cahn’s admirable but laborious efforts make some 
sense out the phenomenon “The Good Samari- 
tan.” St. Thomas was well aware (though this often 
underplayed some who reason within his frame- 
work) that the world cannot kept order through 
justice alone. There are obligations and debts which 
their very nature cannot adequately fulfilled. How- 
ever, only the just man takes pains give each man 
his due and fully experiences the disparity and under- 
takes overcome some kind “excess.” This 
demand for “excess” return found the obli- 
gation reverence God and legitimately constituted 
authority the home and state. This notion 
excess” abomination any rationalism legal- 
ism. But the one who “listens” the exposition the 
ideal image justice will become aware that human 
life will necessarily become inhuman man’s dues 
man are measured pure calculation. The fully just 
man who gives another what not due him. 
Justice without mercy cruelty,” said St. Thomas. 


This helpful book for those who have the ability 
and desire penetrate rationally the deeper implica- 
tions the human phenomenon justice. 


Edward Sponga, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Philosophy Department, 
University Scranton 


Rodman, Seldon The Eye Man 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 182p. $10.00. 


The book provocative, exciting, vital. not 
primer art, but work which demands considerable 
knowledge artists, movements, theories, techniques. 
will appeal public which has opinions the 
artists and art movements yesterday and today, al- 
though these opinions may very well shaken rather 
abruptly, not shattered, the opinions the author, 
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who nevertheless describes himself layman address- 
ing other laymen. 


Mr. Rodman regards art wholly personal experi- 
ence, something which must felt. writes feel- 
ing work art, “experiencing the initial shock 
one’s nervous system, being blinded the artist’s vision, 
and living the subsequent splendor that revelation 
with least momentary conviction that the world 
can never the same... 


The purpose the book examine the artistic 
achievement the centuries Western painting and 
its mutations form and content with the passing 
time. The author shows the derivation and futility 
present day Non-objectivism with its “free forms,” its 
geometric abstractions, and its elimination humanity. 
expresses the hope and conviction, basing them 
the work contemporary artists Kooning, Perlin, 
Bloom, and Levine, that our era will bring the great 
artistic traditions date, and that shall able 
participate art experiences the highest level— 
that Giotto, Michelangelo, Greco, Rembrandt, Van 
Gogh, Rouault. “The true artist (page 21) 
poet, seeking project his personal observation 
the world terms formal relationships” 
and thus blend the two facets—form and content. 
Recognizing spiritual values addition, may bring 
about renewal rapport between artist and public. 


There are many “highlights.” The treatment accorded 
Greco, Rembrandt, Daumier, Cézanne, Van Gogh, and 
Picasso personalized and critical comment great 
value and interest. Rouault reassertion spirit 
modern art, German Expressionism, the WPA Arts 
Project, the Matisse chapel Vence, Mathieu painting 
“The Battle Bouvines” continue the list high- 
lights. The individual reader will attracted what 
interests him, quickens his understanding, and strength- 
ens his own convictions. 


The illustrations (black and white) are excellent and 
the explanatory captions add considerably their 
value. list given pages 175-179, supplying in- 
formation dates and locations. index provided 
(pages 180-182). There bibliography such, au- 
thors and their works being indicated footnotes. 


The book highly recommended for adults seeking 
understand modern art. 
Lawrence Mann, 
University Scranton 


Bowles, Chester The New Dimensions Peace 
Harper. Oct. 31,1955. 391p. $4.50. 


For the one who must read runs, the essential 
part this altogether admirable presentation the 
international situation are the pages 301 
386; that presuming that the running reader, who 
limits himself these concluding chapters, has been 
attentively and reflectively enough under- 
stand the background—historical, political, economic— 
events, the chain interlocking events which have, 
during the past fifty more years, shaped the present 
Europe and Asia, Africa and Indonesia, 
North and South America. For others the earlier 
chapters form cogent resumé the major factors one 
Must consider attempting come any reasonable 
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interpretation what now happening throughout 
our divided world. 
Mr. Bowles has been valuable member our State 
Department because observant, critical, has 
troubled himself enough prepare himself for his 
assignments and has proved himself intelligent and 
sympathetic fulfilling the missions entrusted him 
since left successful business career 1943 
enter the service the nation. have the feeling that 
all our ambassadors had been chosen wisely 
his case, the United States foreign policy would not 
has long seemed one the weaknesses 
our government that ambassadorships are likely 
given sugar plums prestige those who toss 
sizeable enough sum into the party funds merit some 
reward. The capable and informed career-diplomat 
has been, often enough, passed over provide some 
socially ambitious moneybags with scope for his own 
and his wife’s wooing the international set. But Mr. 
Bowles none these. has obviously taken the 
responsibilities his post seriously and has not been 
content spend his time abroad supervising the cater- 
ing embassy dinners and cultivating the hunting 
nobility. 
can refer Erasmus and Grotius with the ease 
acquaintance, and knows the Gargaz incident Ben 
Franklin’s stay Paris; can quote Tocqueville 
accurately and the point, and also some the Papal 
encyclicals, the historical studies Toynbee, and the 
dogmatic pronouncements Lenin. remembers 
enough his current history know that France has 
lost proportionately more its man power and internal 
resources two devastating wars fought its lands 
than any other European nation; that the United States 
rejected active participation the League Nations 
mostly out political pique and personal animosities 
toward Woodrow Wilson. also realizes that there 
danger short-sighted and selfish lobby which 
order maintain what may now appear ad- 
vantageous monopoly production, threatens choke 
off efforts win peace aid and co-operative assist- 
ance the large areas depressed economies. 
Our best basis for all our foreign policy, Mr. Bowles 
sanely declares, time after time, contained our 
own Declaration Independence. The line should 
take should effective commitment prove what 
our forefathers propounded: that there are times when 
“it becomes necessary for one people dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with an- 
other and the separate and equal station 
which the laws nature and nature’s God en- 
titles them.” 
hoped that this book will become best 
seller. should one the best read books the 
year. And Mr. Bowles is, believe, quite correct 
suggesting that the people the United States are 
much ready implement the doctrine the 
Declaration Independence than many, least, 
their representatives home and abroad seem be. 
The New Dimensions Peace should give readers 
solid ground conscious understanding support 
what is, perhaps, still only their instinctive apprehen- 
sion what needed. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 
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256 Brossard Henrey Hamilton 


Brossard, Chandler, Editor 
The Scene Before You: New Approach 
American Culture 

Rinehart. Oct. 27, 1955. 307p. $4.00. 


this book new approach American culture 
the title indicates, then American culture very 
desperate state indeed. Twenty-four authors have con- 
tributed essays this collection. The editor describes 
them “perceptive, serious, sensitive people not 
journalistic academic hacks professional com- 
mentators.” From reading the book would say 
that they are sophisticated, conceited and superficial. 
majority them worship the shrine psychiatry 
and seem think that psychoanalysis the new ap- 
proach American culture. you happen believe 
that religion has anything with American culture, 
you will soon disillusioned because, far this 
book concerned, psychoanalysis has assumed the role 
religion contemporary American life. 


almost every grab bag there are some surprises. The 
essay the comics American culture Heinz 
Politzer worthwhile. makes many acute observa- 
tions and itis true say that “America without comics 
would not America.” Though does not agree 
with Catholic morality sex, Lionel Trilling’s “Sex 
and Science: The Kinsey Report” well-written and 
does debunk the Kinsey Report. The position the 
American politics discussed Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr., chapter that will stir Republican 
resentment. Harvey Swados gives convincing analysis 
why The Caine Mutiny was successful his con- 
tribution. But the rest the essays are inferior 
that themselves they are sad commentary 


American culture. 
Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
Chicago, Illinois 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert 
Daughter, Madeleine: Sentimental 
Journey the South France 

Dutton. Nov. 17, 1955. 252p. $3.50. 


The title thoroughly describes Mrs. Robert Henrey’s 
latest addition her series autobiographical books 
the first which, The Little Madeleine, told appeal- 
ingly her early life Paris and overshadowed its 
sequels popularity. For those who have not caught 
with her, bridges the 
gap between those days poor simplicity. Madeleine 
now woman worldly experience but one warm 
sympathy whose point view objective enough 
she transcribes impressions persons and places from 
mind page. 


The journey sentimental one because, retracing 
the steps her miner father, “Milou,” who had once 
dene military service Nice and came from the Midi, 
Madeleine hopes recapture childhood memories 
arrives air city vaulted blue skies, be- 
jewelled with flowers Mediterranean 
waters, and athrob anticipation 
But the Nice that Mrs. Henrey describes 
that the travel posters. With her 
I . lunch with the Aga 


Best SELLERs 


Khan, and plunge through the milling crowds the 
carnival itself. But she also conducts few 
the town’s unusual churches, its markets, and through 
her eyes see performed the good works her friends 
behalf the aged, the orphans 
women, visit its cemeteries where the tombs the 
notable dead are watched over keepers sensitive 
poets. short, she makes character the place, 
drawing picture that gives soul. 


There are side trips Marseilles and Monte Carlo 
and, leaving Nice, Nimes, Madeleine returns 
Milou’s beginnings the Grand’ Combe. Mrs, 
Henrey captures the atmosphere these places, par- 
ticularly that N:mes, city dark and sinister night, 
well the dusty mining region Alais. But 
always her encounters with people and her minute 
scene and event that add vitality her 
work. 


Back Paris, Mrs. Henrey supplies few anecdotes 
her there ind‘cate that her aptitude observing 
reporter never rest and active home when 
she traveling. 


This travel book that different and satisfying 
the reading trip the south France. The 
foods and the wines and the flowers and the 
tion the place real. There slight effusive- 
ness and some times that must borne 
with exchange for the many positive virtues this 
entertaining travelogue possesses. The general tone 
the book sophisticated and not perhaps suited the 
too young reader. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Hamilton, Red Shoes for Nancy 
Lippincott. 1955. 224p. $2.95. 


Nancy Hamilton yearns for pair pretty red shoes. 
But Nancy was born with crippling blood disease. 
Most her short life has been spent hospitals where 
she has undergone over forty operations, vain efforts 
cure stem the disease. 


Nancy’s story, told her mother, describes two brave 
people meeting tragedy hopefully. begins when 
young and carefree wife suddenly 
guerite Hamilten, expecting child soon, returns 
her family for help. When her baby girl brought 
the hospital ward and she realizes the child’s condition, 
Mrs. Hamilton’s first wish death for them 
mediately she regrets her thought, and thus begins 
tale courage suffering, gaiety hardship, and 
itual growth. 


Though Nancy deformed, she bright 


and lovable. All those around her, particularly her 
mother, begin see that this appealing little girl 
specially loved God Who sent her here for His 
Purpose. 


The Hamiltons’ life hes been one for 
hood, maintenance jobs and homes, frequent 
cal experiments and amputations. Some 
quest for feet that can dance red slippers takes place 
Catholic where she learns about the true 


faith. As the ugly extra flesh c ntinues to grow on her 
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young body, she receives the grace eternal life 
through baptism. her daughter’s happiness, 
the mother also becomes Catholic. their many 
friends, these two serve examples Christian forti- 


tude and charity. 


Nancy twelve now. Both she and her mother know 
that she will never wear the longed-for shoes. They 
have learned prize instead the cardinal virtues 
hope and love recently strengthened the Holy Spirit 
Confirmation. Simply and poignantly told, this 
story will appeal many. eloquent and beautiful 
testimony that Nancy’s sufferings only preface the be- 
ginning her eternal happiness. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Hughes, Langston and Roy Carava 
The Sweet Flypaper Life 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 22, 1955. 98p. $1.00. 


charming plea for mutual understanding 
race relations this brief, but effective little book 
photographs linked and illumined the text poet 
Langston Hughes. Sister Mary Bradley, who lives 
Harlem, New York, taking care her children and 
children’s children, tells the Lord’s messenger get 
tight back his bike and take that telegram sum- 
mons back with him, “because not prepared 
caught the sweet flypaper life (but) ... When 


Sister Bradley worried about her grandchild Rodney, 
chiefly. But she feels there some good him; it’s 
only those streets that seem generate trouble. Most 
her other children are doing nicely and are nice, 
themselves. She will reveal great deal about Harlem 
and its inhabitants all who take the trouble read 
her reflections, illustrated Roy 
Carava’s perceptive camera. 


Graham, Billy The Secret Happiness 
Doubleday. Nov. 17, 1955. 117p. $2.00. 


The original title this book the evangelist, Billy 
Graham, was “The Greatest Sermon Ever 
Preached”—the Sermon the Mount. The more 
meditation and study the author devoted the eight 
Beatitudes, the more was convinced that Christ was 
giving formula for personal happiness that was ap- 
anyone regardless race, geography, age 
Billy Graham felt that 
commentaries treated the Beatitudes too hurried 
fashion and composed the ten chapters this 
book the form short sermons happiness—the 
search for happiness, happiness through poverty, 
through mourning, through through hunger 
and thirst, through showing mercy, 
through peacemaking, and happiness the midst 
Persecution. the last sermon considers the twenty 
essential steps happiness: recognize your spiritual 
Poverty; make sure that you have received Christ; main- 
contrite spirit; sensitive the needs others; 
not half-Christian; live surrendered life; 
filled with the Spirit; seek produce the fruit the 
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Spirit your life; become grounded the Bible; 
witness for Christ; practice the presence God; learn 
the exercise prayer; develop taste for spiritual 
things; not critical others; not envious 
others; love everybody; stand courageously for the 
right; learn relax Christ; not victim 
paranoia; remember that you are immortal and will 
live forever. 


would not difficult place the differences 
paper between Billy Graham and ourselves but such 
litany doctrinal divisions would not confront the 
phenomenal success Billy Graham, his consistent 
message return the Christianity which Americans 
have renounced for rationalism religion, science- 
worship, Freudianism, naturalism, humanism and ma- 
terialism. would find impossible disagree 
with the analysis made the preaching this evan- 
gelist both the United States and the continent 
Father Sheerin, C.S.P., the Homiletic and Pastoral 
Review for July, 1955. Reading any sermon Mr. 
Graham aware his preoccupation with per- 
sonal guilt and personal repentance for sin and sin- 
cere return Our Lord Saviour and Master. 
would refine each one the concepts repentance 
and reconciliation with God our explanation the 
strict metanoia that manifest contrition, sacra- 
mental confession and satisfaction. would em- 
phasize more frequently the unbridgeable separation 
the two orders the natural and the supernatural and 
would stress the uttter gratuity and supernaturality 
grace. This type criticism facile make but 
not the adequate evaluation that should offered 
the efforts that are being made this gifted preacher 
toward return the Christianity that had given 
sense justice, discipline, generosity and hospi- 
tality. Such evaluation should include gratitude 
him for helping promote religious resurgence 
which sin ontological fact and not malady 
treated the psychiatrist alone; which prayer 
recognized act that dependent upon God its 
origins and its fulfillment and not something magical 
emergency measure which men who otherwise 
seldom think God get themselves out tight places. 


Dissatisfaction with religion that diluted all doc- 
trine found everywhere. Dean Liston Pope the 
Yale Divinity School most critical the “peace 
mind cult” when asserts: not likely that few 
psychological gimmicks changes attitude will re- 
solve tensions that are really significant. their 
effort appealing, they quickly become appalling 
from the standpoint sincere and well-founded and 
full-ranging Christian faith.” (N. Times, March 
1955, page 25, col. 1.) Billy Graham represents 
attitude mind that welcome change from such 
misrepresentations real religion and for this 
should all grateful. The Christian faith has been 
prostituted leaders who should preach religion but 
preach science and secularism and misuse and per- 
vert the realities the faith that they have become 
little more than caricatures. God has become public 
commodity used man and religion has been 
equated with humanism and pretensions modern 


science. Man represented unendingly perfectible 


who merely needs take three deep breaths and power 
will flow through him. 
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Cahn, Edmond The Moral Decision 
Indiana University. Oct. 342p. $5.00. 
The author, for many years practicing lawyer, now 
professor law New York University. The subtitle 
the present book, “Right and Wrong the Light 
American Law,” accurate description its con- 
tents. Within the framework some twenty cases 
adjudicated American courts, the author unfolds 
interesting and provocative study morality the 
concrete. The court decisions are used not demon- 
strative nor illustrative but inasmuch they are 
repository rich moral implications. The author dis- 
avows any effort legal philosophy, sociology law 
theoretical ethics. His method devised confer 
life the abstract. human wisdom its 
mettle only where there practical risk.” 
The first the three broad divisions discusses the rela- 
tion the legal and the moral. Here treated what 
described the moral constitution general human 
characteristics that lie behind incident. The moral 
and legal are not identified. But passing through 
the courts the abstract concretized human drama, 
the vague made precise, the irresolute made deci- 
sive. But this process also involves certain risks for the 
good, such becoming absorbed technicalities 
reduced minimum standard. 
With this intellectual apparatus the author dissects the 
moral elements the American law rights and law 
procedure the second and third parts respectively. 
Interesting cases open out the moral implications per- 
taining human life, sex, business, government, succor 
one’s neighbor, and the meaning “due process 
moral decision.” 
While explicitly rejecting moral positivism, the author 
shies away from “system” morality. Yet, course, 
builds perforce some absolute presupposition. 
His absolute the enduring and universal human com- 
munity. Every generation called create ever super- 
ior moral standards and thus join creating ever 
happier world justice, kindness and compassion. 
making man His image, God fashioned him 
within limits somehow creator himself via the 
supreme uplift magnanimous action. 
This book should provoke many interesting moral dis- 
cussions. will also leave some with sense uneasi- 
ness the basic relation moral values God, 
and the validity universal concepts general. Those 
who see closer relation the dignity humanity 
the nature God will reject the author’s condoning 
fornication, artificial contraception and divorce. They 
will find moral evolution carried too far when 
maintained that marriage not and itself sacred 
but only potentially so, that suicide form justi- 
fiable defense, namely, the “generic integrity the 
individual.” The treatment the immorality tax 
evasion noteworthy, and all the cases supply help- 
ful source for discussions concrete morality. The 
book general, however, can recommended only 
very discriminating readers. 


Pieper, Josef Justice 


Pantheon. Nov. $2.75. 


This book can described analysis that datum 
experience which have associated the concept 


Cahn Pieper Rodman 
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The aim present model formulation 
the ideal image justice, redevelop con- 
cept and bring face face with our contemporary 
world. 

The author disavows any claim originality and, 
sense, this certainly true his book. has based 
his analysis closely upon St. Thomas, not, however, 
with view recording what Thomas held, but 
turn over again the latter’s profound insights and 
plough them back into the soil modern consciousness, 


The first five chapters might called primer the 
nature and forms the ideal image justice. Based 
upon the supposition that the human mind can grasp 
its concepts that which rooted the transcendent 
order, this approach forms contrast Cahn’s book, 
The Moral Decision, which adopts agnostic position 
the mind’s ability grasp the noumenal 
order. 


However, the last two chapters that are real 
value Pieper’s book. The chapter distributive 
justice gives good analysis this area justice 
little comprehended the modern mind. The last 
chapter perhaps the concerns the limitations 
justice and especially valuable offset the danger 
overly concept morality that the 
frequent by-product the failure root moral values 
the transcendent order. This clearly reflected 
Cahn’s admirable but laborious efforts make some 
sense out the phenomenon “The Good Samari- 
tan.” St. Thomas was well aware (though this often 
underplayed some who reason within his frame- 
work) that the world cannot kept order through 
justice alone. There are obligations and debts which 
their very nature cannot adequately fulfilled. How- 
ever, only the just man takes pains give each man 
his due and fully experiences the disparity and under- 
takes overcome some kind “excess.” This 
demand for “excess” return found the obli- 
gation reverence God and legitimately constituted 
authority the home and state. This notion 

excess” abomination any rationalism legal- 
ism. But the one who “listens” the exposition the 
ideal image justice will become aware that human 
life will necessarily become inhuman man’s dues 
man are measured pure calculation. The fully just 
man who gives another what not due him. 

Justice without mercy cruelty,” said St. Thomas. 


This helpful book for those who have the ability 
and desire penetrate rationally the deeper implica- 
tions the human phenomenon justice. 


Edward Sponga, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Philosophy Department, 
University Scranton 


Rodman, Seldon The Eye Man 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 1955. 182p. $10.00. 


The book provocative, exciting, vital. not 
primer art, but work which demands considerable 
knowledge movements, theories, techniques. 
will appeal public which has opinions the 
artists and art movements yesterday and today, al- 
though these opinions may very well shaken rather 
abruptly, not shattered, the opinions the author, 
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who nevertheless describes himself layman address- 
ing other laymen. 


Mr. Rodman regards art wholly personal experi- 
ence, something which must felt. writes feel- 
ing work art, “experiencing the initial shock 
one’s nervous system, being blinded the artist’s vision, 
and living the subsequent splendor that revelation 
with least momentary conviction that the world 
can never the 


The purpose the book examine the artistic 
achievement the centuries Western painting and 
its mutations form and content with the passing 
time. The author shows the derivation and futility 
present day Non-objectivism with its “free forms,” its 
geometric abstractions, and its elimination humanity. 
expresses the hope and conviction, basing them 
the work contemporary artists Kooning, Perlin, 
Bloom, and Levine, that our era will bring the great 
artistic traditions date, and that shall able 
participate art experiences the highest level— 
that Giotto, Michelangelo, Greco, Rembrandt, Van 
Gogh, Rouault. “The true artist (page 21) ... 
poet, seeking project his personal observation 
vision the world terms formal relationships” 
and thus blend the two facets—form and content. 
Recognizing spiritual values addition, may bring 
about renewal rapport between artist and public. 


There are many The treatment accorded 


Greco, Rembrandt, Daumier, Cézanne, Van Gogh, and 
Picasso personalized and critical comment great 
value and interest. Rouault reassertion spirit 
modern art, German Expressionism, the WPA Arts 
Project, the Matisse chapel Vence, Mathieu painting 
“The Battle Bouvines” continue the list high- 
lights. The individual reader will attracted what 
interests him, quickens his understanding, and strength- 
ens his own convictions. 


The illustrations (black and white) are excellent and 
the explanatory captions add considerably their 
value. list given pages 175-179, supplying in- 
formation dates and locations. index provided 
(pages 180-182). There bibliography such, au- 
thors and their works being indicated footnotes. 


The book highly recommended for adults seeking 


understand modern art. 
Lawrence Mann, 
University Scranton 


The New Dimensions Peace 
Oct. 31, 1955. 391p. $4.50. 


For the one who must read runs, the essential 
part this altogether admirable presentation the 
current international situation are the pages 301 
386; that presuming that the running reader, who 
limits himself these concluding chapters, has been 
attentively and reflectively enough under- 
stand the background—historical, political, economic— 
events, the chain interlocking events which have, 
during the past fifty more years, shaped the present 
Europe and Asia, Africa and Indonesia, 
North and South America. For others the earlier 
chapters form cogent resumé the major factors one 
Must consider attempting come any reasonable 


Bowles, Chester 


Harper. 
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interpretation what now happening throughout 
our divided world. 

Mr. Bowles has been valuable member our State 
Department because observant, critical, has 
troubled himself enough prepare himself for his 
assignments and has proved himself intelligent and 
sympathetic fulfilling the missions entrusted him 
since left successful business career 1943 
enter the service the nation. have the feeling that 
all our ambassadors had been chosen wisely 
his case, the United States foreign policy would not 
our government that ambassadorships are likely 
given sugar plums prestige those who toss 
sizeable enough sum into the party funds merit some 
reward. The capable and informed career-diplomat 
has been, often enough, passed over provide some 
socially ambitious moneybags with scope for his own 
and his wife’s wooing the international set. But Mr. 
Bowles none these. has obviously taken the 
responsibilities his post seriously and has not been 
content spend his time abroad supervising the cater- 
ing embassy dinners and cultivating the hunting 
nobility. 

can refer Erasmus and Grotius with the ease 
acquaintance, and knows the Gargaz incident Ben 
Franklin’s stay Paris; can quote Tocqueville 
accurately and the point, and also some the Papal 
encyclicals, the historical studies Toynbee, and the 
dogmatic pronouncements Lenin. remembers 
enough his current history know that France has 
lost proportionately more its man power and internal 
resources two devastating wars fought its lands 
than any other European nation; that the United States 
rejected active participation the League Nations 
mostly out political pique and personal animosities 
toward Woodrow Wilson. also realizes that there 
danger short-sighted and selfish lobby which 
order maintain what may now appear ad- 
vantageous monopoly production, threatens choke 
off efforts win peace aid and co-operative assist- 
ance the large areas depressed economies. 


Our best basis for all our foreign policy, Mr. Bowles 
sanely declares, time after time, contained our 
own Declaration Independence. The line should 
take should effective commitment prove what 
our forefathers propounded: that there are times when 
“it becomes necessary for one people dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with an- 
other and the separate and equal station 
which the laws nature and nature’s God en- 
titles them.” 


hoped that this book will become best 
seller. should one the best read books the 
year. And Mr. Bowles is, believe, quite correct 
suggesting that the people the United States are 
much more ready implement the doctrine the 
Declaration than many, least, 
their representatives home and abroad seem be. 
The New Dimensions Peace should give readers 
solid ground conscious understanding support 
what is, perhaps, still only their instinctive apprehen- 
sion what needed. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
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Brossard, Chandler, Editor 

The Scene Before You: New Approach 

American Culture 
Rinehart. Oct. 27, 1955. 307p. $4.00. 
this book new approach American culture 
the title indicates, then American culture very 
desperate state indeed. Twenty-four authors have con- 
tributed essays this collection. The editor describes 
them “perceptive, serious, sensitive people not 
journalistic academic hacks professional com- 
mentators.” From reading the book would say 
that they are sophisticated, conceited and superficial. 
majority them worship the shrine psychiatry 
and seem think that psychoanalysis the new ap- 
proach American culture. you happen believe 
that religion has anything with American culture, 
you will soon disillusioned because, far this 
book concerned, psychoanalysis has assumed the role 
religion contemporary American life. 


almost every grab bag there are some surprises. The 
essay the comics American culture Heinz 
Politzer worthwhile. makes many acute observa- 
tions and itis true say that “America without comics 
would not America.” Though does not agree 
with Catholic morality sex, Lionel Trilling’s “Sex 
and Science: The Kinsey Report” well-written and 
does debunk the Kinsey Report. The position the 
American politics discussed Arthur 
Schlesinger, chapter that will stir Republican 
resentment. Harvey Swados gives convincing analysis 
why The Caine Mutiny was successful his con- 
tribution. But the rest the essays are inferior 
that themselves they are sad commentary 


American culture. 
Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
Chicago, 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert 
Milow’s Daughter, Madeleine: Sentimental 
Journey the South France 
Dutton. Nov. 17, 1955. 252p. $3.50. 
The title thoroughly describes Mrs. Robert Henrey’s 
latest addition her series autobiographical books 
the first which, The Little Madeleine, told appeal- 
ingly her early life Paris and overshadowed its 
sequels popularity. For those who have not caught 
with her, Daughter, bridges the 
gap between those days poor simplicity. Madeleine 
now woman worldly experience but one warm 
sympathy whose point view objective enough 
she transcribes impressions persons and places from 
mind page. 


The journey sentimental one because, retracing 
the steps her miner father, who had once 
done military service Nice and came from the Midi, 
Madeleine hopes recapture childhood memories 


She arrives air city vaulted blue skies, be- 
jewelled with flowers and glittering Mediterranean 
waters, and athrob anticipation its pre-lenten 
carnival. But the Nice that Mrs. Henrey describes 
more than that the travel posters. With her 
the opera, the gaming tables, lunch with the Aga 


Best 


Khan, 2nd plunge through the milling crowds the 
carnival itself. But she also conducts few 
the town’s unusual churches, its markets, and through 
her eyes see performed the good works her friends 
behalf the aged, the orphans and destitute 
women, visit its cemeteries where the tombs the 
notable dead are watched over keepers sensitive 
poets. short, she makes character the place, 
drawing picture that gives soul. 


There are side trips Marseilles and Monte Carlo 
and, leaving Nice, Nimes, Madeleine returns 
Milou’s beginnings the Grand’ Combe. Mrs, 
Henrey captures the atmosphere these places, par- 
ticularly that Nimes, city dark and sinister night, 
well the dusty mining region Alais. But 
always her encounters with people and her minute 
scene and event that add vitality her 
work. 


Back Paris, Mrs. Henrey supplies few anecdotes 
her there ind‘cate that her aptitude observing 
reporter never rest and active home when 
she traveling. 


This travel book that different and satisfying 
the reading trip the south France. The 
foods and the wines and the flowers and the conversa- 
tion the place kecome real. There slight effusive- 
ness and some subiectivity times that must borne 
with exchange for many positive virtues this 
entertaining travelogue possesses. The general tone 
the book sophisticated and not perhaps suited the 
too young reader. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Hamilton, Marguerite Red Shoes for Nancy 


Lippincott. 1955. 224p. $2.95. 

Nancy Hamilton yearns for pair pretty red shoes. 
But Nancy was born with crippling blood disease. 
Most her short life has been spent hospitals where 
she has undergone over forty operations, vain efforts 
cure stem the disease. 


Nancy’s story, told her mother, describes two brave 
people meeting tragedy hopefully. begins when 
young and carefree wife suddenly 
guerite Hamilton, expecting child soon, returns 
her family for help. When her baby girl brought 
the hospital ward and she realizes the child’s condition, 
Mrs. Hamilton’s first wish death for them both. In- 
mediately she regrets her thought, and thus begins 
tale courage suffering, gaiety hardship, and spir- 
itual growth. 


Though Nancy deformed, she bright 
and lovable. All those around her, particularly her 
mother, begin see that this appealing little girl 
specially loved God Who sent her here for His 
own purpose. 


The Hamiltons’ life has been one struggle for liveli- 
hood, maintenance jobs and homes, frequent medi- 
cal experiments and amputations. Some 
quest for feet that can dance red slippers takes place 
Catholic hospitals where she learns about the true 
faith. the ugly extra flesh continues grow her 
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young body, she receives the grace eternal life 
through baptism. Edified her daughter’s happiness, 
the mother also becomes Catholic. their many 
friends, these two serve examples Christian forti- 
tude and charity. 


Nancy twelve now. Both she and her mother know 
that she will never wear the longed-for shoes. They 
have learned prize instead the cardinal virtues 
hope and love recently strengthened the Holy Spirit 
Confirmation. Simply and poignantly told, this 
story will appeal many. eloquent and beautiful 
testimony that Nancy’s sufferings only preface the be- 
ginning her eternal happiness. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Hughes, Langston and Roy Carava 
The Sweet Flypaper Life 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 22, 1955. 98p. $1.00. 


charming plea for mutual understanding 
race relations this brief, but effective little book 
photographs linked and illumined the text poet 
Langston Hughes. Sister Mary Bradley, who lives 
Harlem, New York, taking care her children and 
children’s children, tells the Lord’s messenger get 
back his bike and take that telegram sum- 
mons back with him, “because not prepared 
caught the sweet flypaper life ... (but) When 


Sister Bradley worried about her grandchild Rodney, 
chiefly. But she feels there some good him; it’s 
only those streets that seem generate trouble. Most 
her other children are doing nicely and are nice, 
themselves. She will reveal great deal about Harlem 
and its inhabitants all who take the trouble read 
her reflections, illustrated Roy 
Carava’s perceptive camera. 


Graham, Billy The Secret Happiness 
Doubleday. Nov. 17, 1955. 117p. $2.00. 


The original title this book the evangelist, Billy 
Graham, was “The Greatest Sermon Ever 
Preached”—the Sermon the Mount. The more 
meditation and study the author devoted the eight 
Beatitudes, the more was convinced that Christ was 
giving formula for personal happiness that was ap- 
anyone regardless race, geography, age 
Billy Graham felt that 
commentaries treated the Beatitudes too hurried 
fashion and composed the ten chapters this 
book the form short sermons happiness—the 
search for happiness, happiness through poverty, 
through mourning, through meekness, through hunger 
through showing mercy, through purity, 
through peacemaking, and happiness the midst 
Persecution. the last sermon considers the twenty 
essential steps happiness: recognize your spiritual 
Poverty; make sure that you have received Christ; main- 
tain contrite spirit; sensitive the needs others; 
not half-Christian; live surrendered life; 
filled with the Spirit; seek produce the fruit the 
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Spirit your life; become grounded the Bible; 
witness for Christ; practice the presence God; learn 
the exercise prayer; develop taste for spiritual 
things; not critical others; not envious 
others; love everybody; stand courageously for the 
right; learn relax Christ; not victim 
paranoia; remember that you are immortal and will 
live forever. 


would not difficult place the differences 
paper between Billy Graham and ourselves but such 
litany doctrinal divisions would not confront the 
phenomenal success Billy Graham, his consistent 
message return the Christianity which Americans 
have renounced for rationalism religion, science- 
worship, Freudianism, naturalism, humanism and ma- 
terialism. would find impossible disagree 
with the analysis made the preaching this evan- 
gelist both the United States and the continent 
Father Sheerin, C.S.P., the Homiletic and Pastoral 
Review for July, 1955. Reading any sermon Mr. 
Graham aware his preoccupation with per- 
sonal guilt and personal repentance for sin and sin- 
cere return Our Lord Saviour and Master. 
would refine each one the concepts repentance 
and reconciliation with God our explanation the 
metanoia that manifest contrition, sacra- 
mental confession and satisfaction. would em- 
phasize more frequently the unbridgeable separation 
the two orders the natural and the supernatural and 
would stress the uttter gratuity and supernaturality 
grace. This type criticism facile to.make but 
not the adequate evaluation that should offered 
the efforts that are being made this gifted preacher 
toward return the Christianity that had given 
sense justice, discipline, generosity and hospi- 
tality. Such evaluation should include gratitude 
him for helping promote religious resurgence 
which sin ontological fact and not malady 
treated the psychiatrist alone; which prayer 
recognized act that dependent upon God its 
origins and its fulfillment and not something magical 
emergency measure which men who otherwise 
seldom think God get themselves out tight places. 


Dissatisfaction with religion that diluted all doc- 
trine found everywhere. Dean Liston Pope the 
Yale Divinity School most critical the “peace 
mind cult” when asserts: “it not likely that few 
psychological gimmicks changes attitude will re- 
solve tensions that are really significant. their 
effort appealing, they quickly become appalling 
from the standpoint sincere and well-founded and 
full-ranging Christian faith.” (N. Times, March 
1955, page 25, col. 1.) Billy Graham represents 
attitude mind that welcome change from such 
misrepresentations real religion and for this 
should all grateful. The Christian faith has been 
prostituted leaders who should preach religion but 
preach science and secularism and misuse and per- 
vert the realities the faith that they have become 
little more than caricatures. God has become public 
commodity used man and religion has been 
equated with humanism and pretensions modern 
science. Man represented unendingly perfectible 
who merely needs take three deep breaths and power 
will flow through him. 


258 Sheen Wiley Spectorsky 


this extent Billy Graham welcome phenomenon 
—there more traditional Christianity his ser- 
mons than those Norman Vincent Peale. 
expect from Christian Protestant preachers the ele- 
ments the faith the Gospels, St. Paul, Luther 
and Calvin and not some unrecognizable mélange 
Couéism and Christian Science. For discriminating 
reader this collection sermons great help find- 
ing some surviving elements traditional Christianity 
opposed the desubstantialized faith commer- 


cialized religion. 
Thomas Wassmer, 
Philosophy Department, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 


Sheen, Fulton Thinking Life Through 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 245p. $3.75. 


This, the latest Bishop Sheen’s books, is, according 
the blurb the dust jacket, aimed “the vast 
audience that sees and listens to” the Bishop. his 
book inspiring guidance living today’s 
world. Bishop Sheen covers variety subjects affect- 
ing all us, ranging from the problems day-to-day 
living such vital concerns world peace and juvenile 
delinquency.” The Catholic reader may moved 
speculate what proportion that “vast audience” 
inspired the presence the Bishop their 
screens, the captivating presentation and the incisive 
wit and decisive thoughts, seek guidance for living 
eternity. 


well does His Excellency write, sure his in- 
stinct for the apt phrase, the swift turn humor and 
the equally sudden switch high seriousness, that 
the reading his book the shadowy image familiar 
now accompanies the text the mind’s eye. Here, 
too, the extraordinary ability make clear, flash- 
ing, running words, profound truths. But here, also, 
are those generalizations, easily missed and 
cult recall with the fading out that extraordinary 
voice, embossed paper and susceptible second 
thoughts. 


The best chapter, seemed me, the one 
“Macbeth.” Using the lines Shakespeare, Bishop 
Sheen illuminates two methods for killing the con- 
science. The first exemplified Macbeth, the rela- 
tivist who accepts false philosophy life; the second 
his wife who wills evil. Certainly the Bishop’s 
exposition needed many moderns whose blurred 
understanding the nature, even the very existence, 
good and evil might time render Macbeth almost 
incomprehensible. this, course, all his 
chapters, Bishop Sheen speaking parables 
words understand about problems all con- 
front, from Communism juvenile delinquency, hop- 
ing, doubt, that some will seek find out the secret 
his power and thus stumble the Spirit Truth 
that Church which has clothed him scarlet and 
put his his head. 

Myles Gannon, 

Managing Editor, 

The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Wiley, Farida (Editor) 
Theodore Roosevelt’s America 
Devin-Adair. Oct. 27, 1955. 418p. $5.75. 


Theodore Roosevelt’s America selection the 
writings our twenty-sixth President from his days 
rancher the West, and from the time his explor- 
ations South America. 


Theodore Roosevelt knew how run ranch, 
can from these writings, and could put 
paper the feelings adventure, hardiness and resource- 
fulness that were all part the cattle business the 
end the last century. had eye for other 
interests, too, than those immediately before him, and 
could pause the account hunt put word 
two conservation the wholesomeness the 
outdoor life. 


Most these accounts are the ordinary activities 
cattle-raising, the stampedes, the round-ups, and 
many other routine duties. Thees are called routine, 
not because they are less interesting less dangerous 
than the unusual assignments, but only because they 
form ordinary part this extraordinary business. 


Theodore Roosevelt probably his best describing 
the occasional hunts made order supply his 
ranch with food or, rarely, obtain specimen for 
his collection hunting-trophies. speaks with the 
insight one who knows wild life from the woods, 
not from the arm-chair. 


much shorter section this book devoted 
Roosevelt’s explorations South America. writes 
well the difficulties the exploration unknown 
river, the insects, the rapids, and savage Indians, 
three dangers always present his expedition. 


Despite style reminiscent his day, (no blame 
Theodore Roosevelt that did not write the literary 
style 1955), these excerpts from the Oyster Bay 
naturalist prove very interesting. unfortunate 
that the book has broken up, with some 
tions much too short justified. does not help 
all have several successive excerpts from com- 
pletely different sources strung together give the im- 
pression longer continuous narrative. 

This book seems well suited the series which 
indeed forms American Naturalist Series. 
will give glimpses remarkable man, naturalist, 
politician and statesman, very much home the 
range and the forest. 


unfortunate that the book preserves carefully 
the flavor anthology—unevenness merit 
selection—when might have been much more inter- 
esting had dealt length with single period 
Theodore Roosevelt’s life, either his career rancher 
his exploits explorer. 


Brother John, F.S.C., 


Dean: Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Spectorsky, The Exurbanites 
Lippincott. Oct. 26, 1955. 278p. $3.95. 


read this merciless exposition segment our 
American civilization could not help but think 
Eliot’s Hollow Men stuffed with straw. And one 
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them—Spectorsky—has tried supply the “bang” 
atomize their wasteland world. 


Who are the exurbanites and what their world? 
They are the talents the communications media— 
radio, TV, magazine, books, advertising—who manipu- 
late the symbols the American dream. They create 
want where need exists; they shape the thoughts 
and hopes and desires millions less affluent, less 
imaginative, intelligent. They commute New 
York—the heart the communications industry—from 
the exurbs, belt land beyond the 
Fairfield County Connecticut, Northern Westchester 
and Rockland Counties New York and Bucks 
County Pennsylvania. 


their flight from the “Rat Race” they have sought 
refuge distance. Yet, Spectorsky contends, they take 
with them wherever they the tensions, the empty 
pretensions, the constant seeking their Secret Dream 
happiness and contentment. And Spectorsky 
accurate reporter, pitiable and empty life they 
lead; though the exurbanites would rise one man 
and stoutly deny it. For they are immersed the 
acceptance their Limited Dream that they have con- 
fused with their Secret Dream (of complete material 
security). 

Though each area has identifiable idiosyncrasies enough 
set apart from the others, there are enough essen- 
tial similarities permit Spectorsky make some 
gross—and shocking—generalities. For example: this 
avery high income group (from $10,000 $50,000) 
which always manages live beyond its income. Their 
imbition matches their ambition: Martinis before 
dinner, four five highbails each evening. Their week- 
ends are incessantly frenetic social activities, most 
which are parties which are relayed the dirtiest jokes, 
parlayed the extramarital relations and repaid the social 
slights; they average marriages per couple. work, 
there mean and cunning jockeying for status, 
dynamic and intense shifting from one job another, 
(so noticeable that known Variety “Madison 
Avenue Musical Chairs”), always goes the search 
for the top rung the ladder from which one can kick 
downward without fear the same from above. 


Operating the premise that Spectorsky portraying, 
(betraying?), with fidelity the rites, mores and customs 
his own particular calls himself ex- 
are selected but terrifying specimens 
modern mammonistic schizophrenia spread-eagled 
for examination the American herd they scorn 
their private world. 

heard said that this funny book. There 
nothing here which laugh: for the exurbanites 
only pursue grander scale the follies the sham 
world which all modern men inhabit. They are living 
examples Toynbee’s mark identity any decadent 
culture: the schism the soul. 

There anodyne for this sickness, (to Spectorsky’s 
casual amazement some exurbanites have found 
the Catholic Church!), which will not found any 
material Secret Dream. For beneath that Dream lies 
one which harder sometimes recognize 
amid the apparently-real this phenomenal world. 
Like Eliot’s Men they have confused the symbol for 
the Reality; long they seek that kingdom their 
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world will end with whimper. But, then, re-quote 
that magnificent line Claudel’s, writes straight 
with the crooked lines.” Ash Wednesday did follow 
The Wasteland. 

John Coppinger, 

Rye, New York 


Rosenfield, Joe, Jr. 
The Happiest Man the World 
Doubleday. Nov. 1955. 292p. $3.85. 


This book the autobiography the radio personality 
behind Hap-Exchange, the program which seeks 
raise money for agencies, causes, individuals need, 
etc. The publishers advertise the story man 
who drank himself into demoralization yet later re- 
covered help others means his programs. 


Although the jacket blurbs would indicate this 
story Rosenfield’s struggles with alcohol and how 
overcame it, the problem alcoholism such given 
almost passing treatment. The first one hundred pages 
are replete with the author’s escapades boy and 
young man, all unrelated alcoholism. was quite 
problem boy, unique person. While still his 
teens could “add faster than adding machine, 
learned all there was know about shorthand three 
weeks”; and sixteen “knew all there was know 
about sex and girls.” the closing chapters tells 
how result his association with many dope ad- 
dicts knows “as much, not more, about drug 
addiction than anyone except person who has 
taken drugs.” 


regret say that this book fails impress inspire 
me. The first part the book filled with accounts 
the author’s irresponsibilities, lies, frequent loss 
jobs, casual marital infidelities nauseam. drinks 
during this time, but not presented being any 
serious problem. one point, and his bridge- 
playing wife house prostitution they can 
have bottle beer with their meal and this becomes 
regular routine. another occasion while trip 
Mexico they leave their two small children untended 
while they smoke marijuana cigarettes their hotel 
room. All this before Joe became “demoralized” from 
drink! During the war, angered because his wife was 
unable get all the sugar needed for coffee, the 
author buys grocery store. Later on, irked short- 
age toilet tissue buys drug store insure 
steady supply! 

Years later, having held succession jobs, (none 
which lost through drink), meets with failure 
and runs away New Orleans and six months 
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alcoholic bout. Later, learns -A.A.; attends 
meeting and has talk with A.A. member and 
stops drinking fashion that “practically instan- 
taneous, complete and unaccompanied any physical 
mental distress discomfort.” 

With few more details about his drinking, the rest 
the book devoted telling all the many persons 
and causes helped his radio programs and the many 
honors bestowed him. 


With all due respect the author, his wife and their 
successful efforts help others, this book fails move 
me. Although presented story alcoholic, his 
fall and rise, actually sordid tale which the 
role played alcohol seems dragged the 
heels. Perhaps others may find inspiration it. For 
me, found inspiration and learned little A.A. 
how helps alcoholics. Instead put down the 
book feeling the author had used his book sandwich 
alcoholic episode between tale depressing per- 
sonal sordidness and ego-inflated chronicle his 
latter day goodness and charity all. 

John Baldi, Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Palmer, Charles Adventures Slum Fighter 
Tupper Love. Nov. 1955. 272p. $4.00. 


The term “adventure” this title may little mis- 
leading. With the possible exception one instance 
which the author faced potentially violent hostile 
audience, this book reports upon odyssey sorts 
which the author and his wife are either visiting 
and inspecting public housing projects various coun- 
tries interviewing responsible officials associated with 
these projects. Continuity provided the extensive 
accounts the author’s own efforts behalf public 
housing the United States the face the ever- 
present obstacles red-tape and dilatory officialdom 
the one hand and the stubborn resistance private 
building interests the other. 

Out these pages there emerges the picture dedi- 
cated man. And, considering the fact that this man 
was Georgian who had voted for Hoover 1932 and 
whose own private realty interests had brought him 
the presidency the National Association Building 
Owners and Managers, his dedication the slum 
clearance implications Roosevelt’s NRA becomes 
all the more remarkable. Indeed, the reader may 
bit beyond the narrative and conclude that Palmer’s 
nagging persistence connection with the first Federal 
slum clearance project probably earned him the repu- 
tation being quite “pest” even among the inner 
circle New Dealers. Many interesting insights those 
hectic early days “the Roosevelt Revolution” can 
drawn from the story Palmer’s exploitation in- 
formal channels the President’s ear when the regular 
lines communication failed were blocked ad- 
ministrative inertia. 

The author’s interest public low-income housing 
reveals interesting balance humanitarian concern 
for the welfare the underprivileged with hard- 
headed, dollar-conscious, practical concern for the 
business” aspect slum clearance and its effects. 
His book gives cause for optimism that can point 


SELLERS 


occasional indications growing awareness and 
acceptance these gains the part interested seg- 
ments the business world and willingness con- 
cede some measure government initiative and 
sponsibility this area. the same time, however, 
honest enough recognize that powerful resist- 
ance continues and has been most successful block- 
ing the passage any adequate program under the 
present national administration. And between the 
lines one can also read the clear promise that the 
author’s efforts will continue until America’s committ- 
ment this particular facet the common good 
approaches the standards that have been attained else- 
where the world. 

rather surprising failing this book the absence 
visual illustrations support the author’s thesis. 
cept for montage end-papers, the treasury photo 
graphic material that played crucial part Pal- 
mer’s one-man crusade nowhere evidence. 
haps the limited facilities hometown publisher are 
blame; any event, this significant omission has 
undoubtedly lessened the real impact this book might 


have had. 
Gordon Zahn, 
Department Sociology, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago 11, 


Reiners, Ludwig The Lamps Went Out Europe 
Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 
Pantheon. Nov. 19, 1955. 310p. $5.00. 


write pamphlets art and statesmanship 
hobby the author, director German textile 
concern, possessing Ph.D. does not pretend 
historian carefully operating with documents, facts, 
dates, but rather chooses amuse his readers 
presenting anecdotes, gossips, fancy tales, legends and, 
above all, intrigues from the Imperial German, Austrian 
and other courts. His outline the German history 
the First World War, (The War Lost Oppor- 
tunities), based upon material published between 
1919 and 1953, mostly memoirs German politicians 
and military men. Sixteen chapters are devoted 
German history the fateful August 1914; the 
next fourteen chapters describe German political, diplo- 
matic and military blunders during the war. With the 
advent the nineteenth century the cherished dream 
Universal Catholic Empire Central Europe 
gone. The author ridicules failure the Forty Eighters 
their attempt toward democracy (“parliament 
professors” Frankfurt) and praises the “tremendous 
triumphs” power-politics Prince Bismarck, whose 
only diplomatic mistake—we are told—was the an- 
nexation Alsace-Lorraine 1871. Only Bismarck 
had known how scare the British with the prospect 
German-Russian amity and how exploit the poten- 
tial threat England and the rest the world 
Russo-German Euroasian combination. 


Then comes March 20, 1890. The Iron Chancellor 
dismissed. Young Emperor Wilhelm ends the 
insurance Treaty with Russia, inaugurates fantastic 
“popular absolutism,” clanking with 
weapons. “History German imperialism became 
history German blunders,” says the author. Here 
have the naturally charming, materially prosperous 
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Germany, with favorable social conditions, low taxes, 
flourishing literature, art, music, people very friend- 
ly, “gemiitlich” and happy. Soon all this was heading 
toward the abyss weak characters, limited intelli- 
gence and timid hands directing German foreign policy. 
says the author. 
For twenty years Wilhelm had led Germany the 
downhill path, assisted the “Pan-Germans,” small 
association retired army officers, idealistic school- 
masters and jingoists, who, the League” 
finally demanded: British colonies, Italy, Austria, Rus- 
sia, Spain, Walachia, the South Slav lands, Siberia as- 
signed Japan, Belgium and Northern France 
turned over Germany “clear human beings.” (pp. 
and 222-223). Something that reminds 
policy during the Second World War and the unfor- 
tunate transfer German population 1945, when 
all these plans and policies backfired. 
the War-Guilt question Dr. Reiners concludes 
simply: all were guilty. question: Why Germany 
Lost the First World War? Dr. Reiners answers: “Be- 
cause Wars against such vastly superior forces cannot 
won” (p. 299). Although the author describes 
full the tragic story General Erich Ludendorff, who, 
during the last two years the war, became “despotic 
the Reich,” the head “military dictatorship,” 
and presents many blunders this discredited iron 
man the Nordic blood, his conclusion that not the 
German army but “German diplomacy had lost the 
war” (p. 297). The worst German blunder the war 
was the quarrel with America. The author presents 
the date beginning the unrestricted submarine 
warfare, February 1917, the day marking the death 
Imperial Germany. 
This interesting and amusing outline, recom- 
mended mature readers European history. 
Antonin Kalina, Ph.D., 
Lakewood, Ohio 


Feininger, Andreas The Creative Photographer 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 1955. 329p. $4.95. 


Two previous books this experienced photographer 
for Life magazine fully explained the mechanics pic- 
ture making. This volume treats the artistic aspects 
photography. The creative photographer does not 
intend give merely flawless reproduction some 
object scene. not satisfied with factual repre- 
sentation events and culture. purpose 
arouse the feelings the viewer aid him form 
true opinion. Contrast, color, perspective, light and 
must controlled these ends. Mr. Fein- 
inger’s explanation perspective and its control use 
the swing camera one the outstanding features 
the book. Apart from brief shadowy treatment 
nude photography this book suitable for adult read- 
ing. Photographs, editors, caption writers and layout 
men will find useful. This and the two related vol- 
umes, Successful Photography and Successful Color 
Photography should studied every camera en- 
thusiast. They are carefully outlined and indexed for 


teady reference. 
Bernard McConnell, S.J., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


John M., editor The Bridge 


Pantheon. Oct. 15, 1955. 349p. $3.95. 

The purpose this book, the first annual series, 
build bridge between the Church and the Jewish 
people. This done series articles, sympathetic 
tone, dealing with Judaism and Christianity. The 
variety the collection rich. Several the articles 
deal with phases the Old Testament. Others treat 
the New Testament, Jewish customs, and such per- 
sonalities Simone Weil and Marc Chagall. 


Most the studies are recently written, and many 
them apparently appear for the first time the present 
book. few older works especial merit, such 
Father Charles’ exposé the Protocols the Elders 
Zion, are also included. Relatively little space given 
contemporary Judaism: the Law, the Prophets, and 
the contemporaries Christ are favored exponents 
the Jewish religious ideal. 


difficult for Catholic who not close student 
Jewish lore appraise the value this book. 
us, least, seems thoroughly irenic approach. 
understanding and conciliatory, without being super- 
ficial minimist. The quality the authors excep- 
tionally high, judging from their work, although few 
the names have been highly publicized general liter- 
ary circles. 


This reviewer would expect the book receive sym- 
pathetic consideration from Jewish circles. But should 
also widely read Christians. Many passages 
should serve correctives for misunderstandings held 
even persons free from bigotry and prejudice. 
example this Father Duesberg’s distinction between 
Pharisees and pharisaism. 


addition, the Catholic reader would receive much 
the way religious inspiration. Abraham and Moses 
were beloved God and should our teachers, 
well the Christian saints. Jewish reverence toward 
the Holy One, whose name Yahweh was considered too 
sacred pronounced, surely can encourage the 
higher levels prayer and contemplation. 


Undoubtedly Father Oesterreicher chose difficult task 
when projected this series books. His first effort 
may, without hesitation, termed resounding suc- 


cess. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


August Classics Biology 
English translation Charles Stern. Philosophical Li- 
brary. Nov. 1955. 337p. $7.50. 

Classics Biology compiled Dr. August Sufier, 
world famous biological, medical and research sci- 
entist; native Catalonia. was asked estab- 
lish course Physcopathology the Central Univer- 
sity Caracas, Venezuela, 1939, and was shortly 
afterwards entrusted with the initiation the Institute 
Experimental Medicine Caracas University which 
quote the translator’s preface enjoys through- 
out South America fame and reputation inter- 
national that its founder.” 


The book excellent treatment the extent 
modern research all phases Biology and related 
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sciences. Matter and energy life, the cell theory, 
growth, reproduction and heredity, speciation and 
adaptation environment are some the topics that 
indicate the scope the work. Dr. Sufier’s contribu- 
tion each chapter masterly presentation the 
state scientific knowledge and statements current 
theories still disputable subjects while the inclusion 
extracts chronological order show the slow prog- 
ress scientific thought research from the 18th 
Century the present day. These excerpts exemplify 
the scientific method, practiced eminent scientists 
past and present, conveying the student that other- 
wise difficult define, essential approach Science. 


Students Biology, requiring necessity, the study 
this vital and interesting subject, subdivide into 
the already numerous and still increasing specialized 
divisions, may fail see that the study life also con- 
tains other phenomena wider range than the par- 
ticularized functions organs. quote from the 
chapter entitled “The Whole and Its 


“There are course specialized particular and local func- 
tions worthy individual study. The truth nevertheless 
that these not compose the whole life, which latter 
something fuller and more comprehensive than the use 
each one itself than the summation individual parts.” 


study this book will enable the student cor- 
relate his specialized knowledge, integrate the 
sciences, grasp the fundamentals and see the depth 
this living science. 
John Callahan, 
Department Biology, 
University Scranton 


Small, Marvin The World’s Best Recipes 
Hawthorn Books. Nov. 18. 1955. $5.00. 


The oldest, most enduring and. most universal the 
arts pra cticed man throughout his history that 
cuisine. warrant, too, that the one art least 
afflicted with philosophic speculation, with radical ex- 
periment and the recurring fashions which, every 
often, give the other arts—plastic and graphic—spasms 
jitters some other neurotic manifestations. You 
will not find any cubism abstractionist experimenting 
this anthology good food. You will find that 
produce masterpiece cookery, the cook will have 
know basic materials and procedures, will have 
take (or spend) time and thought and care. What 
makes this particular anthology attractive not only 
the high quality selective standards which the 
author, anthologist, chose among the thousands 
possible dishes; but the attractive manner which the 
publisher has presented the book, with nice large print, 
color titling, and marginal space make 
brief notes. The range choice almost world wide, 
and the author has had the conspiratorial assistance 
dozens authoritative artists. just starting 
out gourmet career, any bride desiring keep her 
groom happy and content can well start with this book 
recipes. First thing you know they will making 
experiments their own perhaps come with 
some those variations themes old masters 
which make eating exciting experience satisfying 
contemplating Mona Lisa. More sustaining, too. 


Small Shipley Reifer Brings Stevens 


Best 


Shipley, Joseph 
Philosophical Library. 


Dictionary Early English 
Nov. 1955. 753p. $10.00. 


Reifer, Mary Dictionary New Words 
Philosophical Library. Nov. 1955. 234p. $6.00. 


According quick count made its listings, the 
Philosophical Library has undertaken publish Mid- 
Century Reference Library which will, present plans, 
comprise seme volumes. These two new additions 
bring the number already print 44; leaving still 
come, all under the general editorship Dr. Dago- 
bert Runes. may seem somehow more than 
coincidence that the volume words already mostly 
should appear simultaneously with volume 
devoted definitions neologisms. good deal more 
care seems have gone into the preparation the 
“Early English” than into the “New Words,” but that 
may only superficial judgment For libraries, both 
books useful additions the reference shelves, 
particularly the library budget will not permit pur- 
chase the 13-volume Oxford English Dictionary. 
The “new words” dictionary handy compendium 
any event, although good number the words are 
already included the revised editions the Ameri- 
can College Dictionary and the new Merriam-Webster. 
Both books are sturdily bound wear-and-tear use. 


Brings, Lawrence 
The Modern Treasury Christmas Plays 
Denison. Nov. 536p. $4.50. 


There are short Christmas plays, various authors, 
this collection, most them not widely familiar, all 
them amateur groups for school 
church production. The collection also valuable 
for allowing amateur production any the plays 
without payment royalty fee, although condition 
for permission produce requires the purchase 
enough copies the play, (each published separately 
form 50c per copy), cover the speak- 
ing parts the particular play. many the plays 
are not the work master craftsmen, dialogue sounds 
often naive and commonplace, doubt they are geared 
the talents the potential actors and the spirit 
the season will disarm criticism. Parish 
activity directors should find this worth having handy 
dispel worries and frantic searches for “something 
new” for next season, least; since, presumably, this 
year’s play already rehearsal. 


Stevens, Edmund North African Powder Keg 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 14, 1955. 273p. $3.75. 


For some time the North Africa has 
been found the Christian Science Monitor. Now the 
man filing those dispatches during the past two years, 


Edmund Stevens, has recorded his observations book 


form. The result accurate, timely, fast-moving, 
and readable account the reign terror and counter- 
terror gripping the area with special emphasis upon 
Morocco. 


Stevens describes the French colons the villains re- 
sponsible for the state anarchy and violence marking 
those lands. Their narrow and short-sighted vision has 
almost destroyed all hope reconciliation between 
the nationalists and the Europeans. But their real 
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strength lies not themselves but their influence 
Paris and, turn, upon the local government agencies, 
especially the police. The 1953 dethronement 
Moroccan Sultan Ben Yussef and his replacement 
his aged uncle Ben Moulay Arafa provided the rallying 
point for all shades nationalist opinion aided and 
abetted the Arab League, the Communists, and 
Franco Spain. Stevens provides detailed account 
those momentous events this reviewer has found 
anywhere. 


Nationalist and demonstrations have been re- 
pressed the French tremendous cost lives. 
The Presence Francaise, organization colon vigi- 
dedicated the preservation their preferred 
economic and political positions, has produced fanati- 
cal counter-terror operating with the aid and encour- 
agement the French police. Stevens’ description 
the French trials Moroccan nationalists reminds one 
the Stalin purges. The result these policies has 
been the decimation the moderate elements the 
nationalist movement and their replacement with ex- 
tremists with whom the inevitable coming terms will 
ever more difficult. And the author remarks 
une point: 
After two years repression and strong-arm tactics against 
the nationalists, the French are far weaker bargaining 
position than they were the outset. Two years ago nobody, 
not even the nationalists, questioned objected the con- 
tinued presence France some form other. Today the 
very survival French political and economic influence 
Morocco appears doubt. Unless the Paris government can 
overcome its own hesitation and the open and secret opposi- 
tion the pro-colon forces, the many positive French 
achievemens Morocco may down the drain. (pp. 167- 
168) 
American foreign policy has very definite stake 
promoting this imbroglio. Stevens does 
not develop any detail the lines which our policy 
should follow. However, his endorsement Chester 
Bowles’ recent remarks that the United States must de- 
velop African policy distinct from its European 
policy encouraging. long Washington believes 
and acts upon the reports from the Quai d’Orsay rather 
than those its own diplomatic observers the spot 
and throws its passive support men like Bidault and 
Juin, the North African cauldron will continue boil 
the detriment American political and military 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 


St. Louis, Missouri 


Shulman, Max Guided Tour Campus Humor 
Hanover House. Nov. 456p. $2.95. 


Max Shulman, who started writing his college days 
for the humor magazine the University Minne- 
sota, anyone who may remember Barefoot Boy With 
Cheek will recall, has now gone clipping and pasting 
and come with anthology mediocrities which 
will appeal, perhaps, nostalgic alumni various 
other colleges who may find some remembered gaiety 
these repetitious samples adolescent blabbering. 
Rowdy, silly, sex-obsessed and shrill are all terms that 
mind describe the peculiar flavor that 
campus humor magazines have common apparently 
all times and all locales. The wit and humor 
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scant and amateurish; the brash and brassy stuff that, 
certain age, passes and accepted screamingly 
funny makes little laughter when read later 
age. What value has may judged from the price 
the book which now appearing—half the price 
reputable book similar size. The college age 
idea satire that the bludgeon and the stink 
bomb. The puerilities the jokes are often embar- 
rassingly pubic, probably indicating European 
psychologist that the American male and female have 
dangerously delayed puberty and perilously pro- 
longed adolescence. What was, most cases, bad 
taste and pawkishly offensive when first printed seems 
even more when culled and arranged book form. 
Moreover, even fifty pages the stuff becomes deadly 
hundred and fifty pages unnecessary 
and dull. 


Parrot, André Discovering Buried Worlds 
Philosophical Library. Oct. 1955. 128p. $3.75. 


The first projected series books entitled “Studies 
Biblical Discovering Buried Worlds 
translation from French work the author which, 
Parrot, has been director diggings Mesopo- 
tamia for some years. has narrated briefly and 
clearly the story the development the techniques 
archaeology and has written readable and ade- 
quate survey the millenia civilizations which have 
been uncovered archaeologists. has concentrated, 
however, the civilizations which developed and 
cayed the regions the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 
indicates, what light has been thrown 
some portions the Old Testament the findings. 
For the general cultured reader this book should prove 
pleasant and informative irtroduction what 
very fascinating study. 


William Herlihy, S.J., 
Chairman, Theology Department, 
University Scranton 


Rice, Grantland 
The Final Answer and Other Poems 


Grantland Rice’s verse, here selected and edited with 
foreword John Kieran, deals with the things that 
were close his heart: sports, patriotism, the daily life 
the average man. While the sports-pages Eddie 
Guest cannot called great, can always called 
good. For leisurely enjoyment and nostalgic memories, 
these verses are worth reading; they are inspirational, 
with gusto. None them are epic, but always enter- 
taining. John Kieran has done fine job culling the 
late columns. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Ghéon, Henri and Renée Zeller 
Mary, Mother God 
Nov. 14, 1955. 194p. $10.00. 


handsomely printed large-size volume (9” 11”) 
containing about 130 reproductions masterpieces 
painting the subject Mary—twenty them 


Regnery. 


264 Valentine van Zeller Montcheuil Robo Combes Von Speyr 


Best 


Bouyer Houselander Hope Carmelite Nun Lamb 


full color, tipped gray stock—this volume de- 
serves notice admirable gift item and valu- 
able addition library collections art books. Many 
the paintings here rerpoduced are not widely familiar 
and for that reason may come fresh surprise. The 
introduction Ghéon five parts: general 
essay followed four brief essays each separate 
aspect the various approaches made artists the 
history the Mother Christ: Ave Maria, (the An- 
nunciation); Mater Amabilis, (centered mostly the 
Nativity); Mater Dolorosa, (Mary and Christ’s Pas- 
sion); and Regina Coeli, (the Assumption Mary). 
“In this volume,” Ghéon says, “we shall discuss only 
although, adds, personally might have 
preferred sculpture and stained glass. The art notes 
each reproduction have been prepared Renée Zeller, 
and they are grouped together section the end 
the volume; each admirably brief and the point. 


Valentine, Rev. Ferdinand, O.P. 
Father Vincent McNabb, O.P. 


Newman. Oct. 1955. 418p. $4.00. 
Father McNabb, O.P., (1868-1943), author, lecturer 


and promoter various Catholic movements Eng- 
land, has been fer many, while was alive and still 
more since his death, enigma. This volume not 
strictly speaking official biography; its author merely 
attempts disentangle the many influences which 
played important role the spiritual, intellectual 
and active life this preaching friar.” 


mendicant, much against the wishes and desires 
his Dominican superiors, Father Vincent wore his habit 
public. followed the evangelical counsel 
poverty the letter. During the last twenty years 
his life, his room was stripped most its furniture. 
never sat down, but always wrote read kneel- 
ing position. Daily, after breakfast, his hands and 
knees, using bit old rag, cleaned and scoured his 
room. shaved with open razor stropped the 
palm his hand. the poor the poorest, never 
slept bed home; would merely wrap himself 
his cappa and lie down the bare boards his 
room. 


Historically, the Dominican Order was founded im- 
part truth preaching and teaching. Father Vincent 
clearly understood the Saint Dominic and 
practiced them.. preached; but, above all, real 
apostle sought inspire his hearers with the truth. 
was convinced that teacher and preacher 
must impart food the soul the man the street. 
Thus became accessible all, not the intellectual 
few only. This did not prevent Hilaire Belloc from 
saying Father Vincent thet “the greatness his char- 
acter, his learning, his experience, and above all 
his judgment, was something altogether separate from 
the world about him.” Chesterton did not hesi- 
tate say believe that one the few 
great men have met life.” 


Father Valentine has ccllected much valuable data 
about his subject. has interviewed many Father 
Vincent’s surviving friends and superiors who knew 
him wel!. has secured much the correspondence 


preserved the McNabb femily and has presented 
here numerous letters between Chesterton and 
Belloc families which illuminate the close relationship 
which existed between them and “the Friar.” num- 
ber Father Vincent’s reflections and notes, some 
hitherte unpublished, are given their entirety. Many 
may may not the reports made two 
eminent British grarhologists; but the author did not 
wish leave any stone unturned. Indeed, the content 
these reports confirm the deductions which the 
reader will inevitably make. 


This obviously competent work research and 
perceptive interpretation what must often have 
Vincent McNabb. The deductions will inspire the 
reader deep admiration for this uncompromising, 
clear-sighted, fearless yet humble son St. Dominic. 
all stereotype biography, but one which 
will impress any reader the realization that simplicity 
and singleness purpose brings the soul closer his 


Maker. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
FEW SUGGESTIONS FOR ADVENT 
READING 


van Zeller, Hubert The Outspoken Ones 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 1955. 196p. $3.00. 
Montcheuil, Yves Aspects the Church 
Fides. Oct. 1955. 197p. $3.75. 
Robo, Etienne 

Two Portraits St. Lisieux 
Regnery. Oct. 17, 1955. 295p. $3.00. 
Combes, André 

St. Thérése and Her World Mission 

Kenedy. Oct. 244p. $3.50. 
von Speyr, Adrienne The Handmaid the Lord 
McKay. 1955. 186p. $3.00. 
Lawson, William Christian Men, Rejoice! 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 1955. 202p. $2.50. 
Bouyer, Louis The Meaning the Monastic Life 
Kenedy. Oct. 6.1955. 209p. $4.00. 
Houselander, Caryll Rocking-Horse Catholic 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 148p. $2.50. 
Hope, Mary Toward Evening 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 30, 1955. 178p. $3.00. 
Carmelite Nun, Catch Those Little Foxes 
Regnery. Oct. 17, 1955. 95p. $1.50. 
Lamb, George Brother Nicholas 
Sheed Ward. Oct. $2.50. 
there any area the Sacred Scriptures that 
closed book most the twelve so-called 
Minor Prophets. Dom Hubert van Zeller’s The Out 
spoken Ones, achieves difficult task; brings life 
for this day and age twelve men who would 
seem are far removed from possible. The 
book not primarily exegetical nor historical. Its em- 
phasis the spiritual content these twelve pro- 
phecies. are provided with challenging medita- 
tions section revealed truth and insight into 
the characters the man through whom God spoke. 
statement few the chapter headings the 
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best indication the enjoyable and profitable reading 
awaiting one who picks this book: Osee, The Lover; 
Amos, The Poet-Socialist; Jonas, The Querulous; So- 
phonias, the Mannered. 


Aspects the Church the third work Father 
Montcheuil made available English. The transla- 
tion this werk good and comes pleasant 
change. The author’s purpose here present various 
aspects the many-sided life the Catholic Church, 
order that those who are the Church may become 
more and more the Church. pursuit this aim 
are afforded concise treatment the origin the 
Church, her problems, her interior life, her Catholicity 
and Sanctity, the status the hierarchy and the 


laity. The position the Church the question 


the salvation non-believers and the relation 
the Church the temporal order are dealt with 
simple yet profound way, Father Montcheuil’s 
wont. 

Catholic magazine article presented inter- 
esting comparison two photographs the Little 
Flower, one before and one after retouching. con- 
trast many retouched word pictures the saint 
authors who present her they think she should 
shown Father Etienne Robo Two Portraits Saint 
Thérése Lisieux has pictured her she really was, 


The Abbé André Combes has similar realistic out- 
look his latest edition Theresian literature, St. 
and Her World Mission. This recognized au- 
thority St. Thérése deals primarily with the govern- 
ing principles the Saint’s spirituality. Two the 
three appendices offer several conferences. 


The David McKay Company gives collection 
informal meditations the life Our Lady written 
Adrienne von Speyr The Handmaid the Lord. 
The author the wife Basle University professor. 
Her years meditation the Gospel led her into the 
Catholic Church 1940. 


The Eight Beatitudes the means for attaining happi- 
ness the subject Father William Lawson’s Good 
Christian Men, Rejoice! Fr. Lawson brings welcome 
light bear this important part Our Lord’s teach- 
ing which almost puzzling the natural man 
the supernatural man. 


The Meaning the Monastic Life Pére Louis Bouyer 
divided into two main parts, Theory and Practice, 
with brief conclusion. The book written primarily 
for and about monks, but all who are interested the 
perfection will find food it. 


Devotees Caryll Houselander will obtain Rock- 
ing-Horse Catholic fuller picture her life, glimpses 
which were offered her essay Born Catholics. 


Toward Evening Mary Hope offers diary form 
ideas and ideals for those not yet the Autumn 
life, but who may close enough see occasional 
sear and yellow leaf among the foliage. 


George Lamb, also convert Catholicity recently, 
prepared sympathetically well-written life the 
little-known Nicholas von der Fliie who was raised 
the canons the Saints within the past two years. 
atriot, family-man, hermit, Nicholas von Fliie rev- 


Pocket Prints and Reprints 


265 


ered Switzerland the father Swiss independence 
for his influence bringing rival cantons into amicable 
agreement the crucial moment the struggle for 
freedom. Incredible sounds, Brother Nicholas 
believed have lived the last twenty years his life 
hermit the without food drink. 


Catch Those Little Foxes beautifully written 
series meditations the hours the prayerful day 
that Carmelite’s. The slim volume carries great 

This surely book for that pause which 
will refresh lagging 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


The offerings this month are meager number and con- 
tent. Heading the list numbers Bantam. Guns 
the Timberlands Louis L’Amour, (1390, $0.25; 
western the author the famed Hondo. 
extremely violent, but good. The Howls Ivy next. 
Edited Henry Boltinoff, collected from the 
humor magazines some American colleges. Some 
the cartoons are funny, but don’t let the children get 
hold it. (1389, $0.25; Manners edits 
Gadget Hunter’s Guide, (A1392, $0.35; 250 new 
devices improve and complicate your home. 
where get them and how much pay. There 
reissue Aldous Huxley’s Chrome Yellow, (A1260, 
$0.35; first published 1922. love-life among 
“our betters”; bit too witty and mannered for ordinary 
tastes. There follow three mysteries. All are Rex 
Stout and tell the adventures Nero Wolfe. The 
Black Mountain, (1386, $0.25; foreign intrigue 
job. The Golden Spiders, (1387, $0.25; gives 
three murders and twelve-year-old client for the de- 
tective. Three Men Out, (1368, $0.25; col- 
lection three short which may Stout’s 
proper medium. There follows really good one: 
Hunter, (A1391, $0.35; Hunter. This 
one the finest true adventures come out the 
big-game hunts Africa. For authentic tales the 
“white hunter,” this Harold Lamb’s Alexander, 
(A1353, $0.35; has found its way into paper-back 
form after nine years. always, this simplified, 
well-digested history. Out time for the movie the 
same name. Last the list every sense the word 
Robert Lund’s The Alaskan, (F1393, $0.50; IV). This 
supposed story modern Alaska. From the 
book, seems like the Tobacco Road the Arctic. 
There little rewarding here. 

Dell offers three volumes this month. There The 
Border Jumpers, (878, $0.25; Will Brown. Here 
reformed outlaw plays along with remnant his 
old gang only outwit them and save all the end. 
The Long Chase James Hendryx, (876, $0.25; I), 
begins western but gets the frozen north be- 
fore it’s over. Both westerns are fair. Philip van Doren 
Stern give The Man Who Killed Lincoln, (D159, 
$0.35; I). This attempt enter the head 
Wilkes Booth and write the story from within. you 
like this sort thing, the story always fascinating. 
First Edition completes our list. There are four books. 
Queen’s Own, (74, $0.25; George Appel, tells 
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the trouble Khyber Pass. Whenever the cavalry 
gets the field, the story fine one. There little 
too much intrigue the native quarters suit me. 
Harold Daniels’ story His Blood, (73, $.25; 
has all the hypnotic appeal striking cobra. 
well-told tale violent, psychopathic crime. Mike 
Shane, fictional character himself, has selected twelve 
short stories entitled Dangerous Dames, (77, $0.25; IIb). 
The burden each story that the “female the 


Best 


species deadlier than the male.” Among the highly 
unedifying “ladies” she-wolf. She’s good 
pany. Then there The Long Playing Record Guide 
Warren DeMotte, (FE75, $0.50; I). This lists 
all the recordings standard fare. There index 
list prices. The critical comment me, most 
unenlightening. e.g., “Noel vigorous without 
ing refinement.” couldn’t make much out it, even 
where had the records check against the 


Looking for Christmas Gift idea? 


Send 


Take advantage our SPECIAL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER, (good 
only direct order addressed before December 15, 1955) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus ONE GIFT $7.00; (or TWO GIFTS, without 


your renewal, for $7.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus TWO $10.00; (or THREE GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $10.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus THREE GIFTS $12.50; (or FOUR GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $13.00) 


FIVE GIFT Subscriptions: $15.00 


(This offer good only, under above conditions, the 
continental United States and Canada) 
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